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MEXICO. 
ACAPULCO. 

By  Consul  Clement  S.  Edvrarsl.s. 

The  State  of  Guerrero,  with  its  approximately  25,000  square  miles 
of  territory  and  slightl}^  more  than  600,000  people,  is  primarily  agri- 
cultural, althongh  little  progress  has  been  made  and  the  most  primi- 
tive methods  are  still  employed.  Xevertheless  the  coastal  lands  are 
so  fertile  that  under  normal  conditions  the  slightest  efforts  are 
abundantly  repaid.  The  vallej-s  of  the  interior,  which  have  a  more 
healthy  clunate  on  account  of  their  greater  altitude,  are  equally  fer- 
tile, but  these  are  devoted  principally  to  live  stock. 

Cotton,  sesame,  corn,  rice,  sugar  cane,  coffee,  beans,  tobacco,  and 
cacao  are  grown  along  the  coast;  rubber  is  also  produced  to  some 
extent.  No  official  statistics  as  to  the  acreage  sow^n  to  the  various 
crops  are  obtainable,  but  that  sown  to  cotton  and  sesame  during  the 
3'ear  was  insignificant  in  comparison  with  these  of  previous  years. 

Corn,  Limes,  and  Coconuts. 

Corn,  the  staple  food  crop  of  the  people,  that  even  in  normal  times 
is  never  raised  in  greater  quantities  than  sufficient  to  supply  local 
needs,  suffered  a  complete  failure  last  year  on  account  of  the  ravages 
of  the  grasshopper.  So  great  was  the  resulting  hardship  and  so 
acute  the  famine  that  the  people  in  many  instances  were  driven  to 
the  necessity  of  subsisting  on  roots. 

The  region  aljout  Acapulco  is  noted  for  its  great  variety  of  fruits, 
but  only  the  lime  and  its  product  (citrate)  enter  into  the  export 
trade.  Quite  an  extensive  cultivation  of  the  coconut  was  started  a 
few  j^ears  ago.  Several  fine  orchards,  in  which  American  capital 
Avas  largely  interested,  Avere  being  developed.  But  lately  these  have 
been  deteriorating  on  account  of. the  enforced  abandonment  and  neg- 
lect by  the  owners,  and  last  year  vv'ere  cut  doAvn  in  order  to  secure 
the  palmito  (the  tender  heart'or  sprout  of  t]i'^  tree),  which  is  greatly 
prized  as  an  article  of  food.  One  orchard  of  5,000  full-bearing 
palms,  valued  at  an  average  of  $10  (Amei-ican  currency)  each,  was 
completely  destroyed. 

Forests  of  coquito  palms  met  with  the  same  fate  and  for  the  same 
reason,  and  bananas  were  taken  Avhile  green  and  ground  into  a  meal, 
Avith  Avhich  to  make  tortillas.  The  rinds  of  the  papaya  and  of  other 
fruits  were  utilized  for  the  same  purpose,  and  it  Avas  not  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  j^ear  that  meager  importations  of  corn  and  rice 
began  to  relieA'e  the  situation. 
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Commercial  Conditions— Closing  of  Factories. 

Business  in  Acapulco  was  carried  on  in  only  a  small  way.  The 
shelves  are  practically  empty  and  the  merchants  are  slow  to  stock  up. 
Of  the  three  large  Spanish  firms  that  formerly  controlled  the  com- 
merce of  this  region,  carrying  on  a  wholesale  as  well  as  a  retail  trade, 
and  each  of  which  carried  a  stock  approximating  1,000,000  pesos 
(about  $500,000)  in  value,  only  one  has  reopened  its  doors. 

The  exportation  of  dry  hides,  deer  and  goat  skins,  and  to  a 
lesser  extent  of  limes,  enabled  the  merchants  to  some  extent  to  ex- 
change the  depreciated  currency  of  the  country  into  American 
gold  with  which  in  turn  they  were  enabled  to  purchase  their  limited 
stocks  of  foodstuffs  and  clothing. 

The  cotton  factories  at  Tecui  and  Aguas  Blancas,  in  the  Costa 
Grande  district,  were  obliged  to  suspend  operations,  and  a  large 
number  of  men  and  women  were  thereby  thrown  out  of  employment. 
The  factory  at  Tecui  was  capitalized  at  2,000,000  pesos  (approxi- 
mately $1,000,000  United  States  currency),  and  employed  280  hands. 

The  soap  and  oil  factory  at  Acapulco,  which  also  employed  a 
considerable  number  of  men,  was  obliged  to  suspend  opera- 
tions on  account  of  the  lack  of  raw  materials.  This  factory  also 
utilized  its  power  in  the  manufacture  of  ice.  When  in  full  opera- 
tion ice  could  be  manufactured  and  sold  at  a  profit  at  25  centavos 
(1.75  cents)  per  kilo  (2.20  pounds)  ;  but  when  ice  only  was  manu- 
factured the  price  was  raised  to  50  centavos.  This  increase,  however, 
was  prohibited  by  the  local  authorities,  who  had  been  trying  to 
regulate  the  prices  of  all  commodities,  and  as  the  result  the  factory 
was  closed. 

A  small  citrate  of  lime  factory,  located  not  far  from  Acapulco, 
was  reopened  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when  some  work 
was  done.  Citrate  of  lime  usually  finds  its  way  to  New  York,  but 
of  the  few  hundred  dollars'  worth  produced  in  1915  none  was  ex- 
ported until  after  the  close  of  the  year. 
Electric  Light  Plant — Mining  and  Construction  Work  Abandoned. 

No  new  industries  were  started  during  the  year,  and  those  men- 
tioned are  all  there  are  here  except  an  electric-light  plant  that  is  in 
operation  only  from  sunset  to  sunrise.  The  meter  system  has  not  jet 
been  installed  and  all  service  is  furnished  at  flat  rates,  which  the  local 
authorities  have  recently  fixed  at  13^^  cents  (U.  S.  currency)  per 
month  per  lamp  of  16  candlepower. 

With  but  one  or  two  exceptions  all  the  mines  in  the  State  were 
abandoned. 

Work  on  the  projected  railroad  between  Acapulco  and  Zihuatanejo, 
part  of  which  had  been  constructed,  has  never  been  resumed,  while 
much  of  the  completed  part  has  deteriorated  through  the  enforced 
neglect. 

The  construction  of  the  docks  at  Acapulco,  which  engineers  had 
spent  considerable  time  in  planning,  has  been  indefinitely  deferred. 
Withdrawal  of  Steamship  Lines. 

The  discontinuance  of  Acapulco  as  a  port  of  call  for  the  steamers 
of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  and  the  closing  of  that  company's 
important  agency  here  has  not  only  deprived  a  large  number  of  men 
of  regular  employment  but  has  greatly  reduced  the  importance  of 
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the  port.  This  company's  disbursements  in  Acapulco,  when  it  was 
a  port  of  call  for  all  its  ships,  averaged  $10,000  (U.  S.  currency)  a 
month. 

The  sale  and  withdrawal  from  the  coast  trade  of  the  steamers  of 
the  Compania  Xaviera  Pacifico,  which  until  the  latter  part  of  1914 
made  this  port  regularly  and  contributed  much  to  its  activities, 
served  to  still  further  reduce  its  importance  and  diminish  the  re- 
sources of  labor. 

While  a  few  vessels  of  light  tonnage,  operated  under  charter  by 
two  new  companies,  have  entered  the  trade,  making  Acapulco  as  a 
regular  port  of  call  during  the  year,  the  great  reduction  of  tonnage 
arriving  at  the  port  illustrates  the  extent  to  which  its  importance  has 
fallen  off.  During  the  second  half  of  1915,  the  period  in  which  this 
consulate  was  opened,  the  total  tonnage  (United  States)  arriving 
was  23,035.  This  would  mean  for  the  full  A^ear  a  tonnage  not  ex- 
ceeding 47,270,  or  barely  equivalent  to  the  average  tonnage  arriving 
in  a  single  quarter  in  preceding  years.  The  average  tonnage  per 
year  from  1871  to  1890  was  149,922,  while  that  for  1913,  the  last 
year  for  which  the  consulate  has  a  complete  record,  was  177,173. 
(These  figures  give  the  tonnage  of  American  vessels  only.) 

The  decreased  shipping  facilities  have  to  some  extent  discouraged 
the  exportation  of  limes.  Whereas  the  voj'age  from  Acapulco  to 
San  Francisco  was  made  by  the  vessels  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamsliip 
Co.  in  about  10  days,  the  smaller  vessels  now  running  require  a 
longer  period  and  do  not  always  adhere  strictly  to  their  schedules. 
This  coupled  with  the  fact  that  Acapulco  has  been  without  telegraph 
communication  during  the  j^ear,  and  that  exporters  could  receive  no 
news  of  a  vessel's  movements  until  the  very  moment  of  its  arrival, 
prevented  them  from  having  their  limes  ready  for  shipment.  In 
some  cases  where  exporters  had  anticipated  the  date  of  arrival  and 
had  prepared  their  shipments,  the  delay  of  the  vessel's  coming  and 
the  time  required  to  complete  the  voyage  resulted  in  the  complete 
loss  of  the  fruit  shipped. 

Transportation,  Mail,  and  Telegraph. 

Except  for  the  few  miles  of  railway  extending  from  Iguala  to  the 
Balsas  Piver,  which  has  not  been  in  operation  for  a  considerable 
time,  there  is  no  rail  transportation  in  the  State. 

The  automobile  road  between  Iguala  and  the  capital,  Chilpancingo, 
constructed  a  few  years  ago,  has,  through  neglect  and  the  lack  of 
repair,  deteriorated  and  is  at  present  useless.  There  are  no  high- 
ways in  the  State,  and  the  narrow  trails  leading  through  the  moun- 
tains afford  the  only  means  of  traveling  from  one  town  to  another. 
Since  these  trails  are  not  considered  safe  at  jDresent  there  is  no 
regular  overland  mail  service.  Mail  destined  for  Acapulco  from 
points  without  the  State  is  usually  forwarded  by  way  of  Salina  Cruz 
and  is  necessarily  detained  there  until  the  departure  of  a  vessel 
bound  for  this  port. 

Although  in  normal  times  three  telegraph  lines  afford  means  of 
communication  with  Acapulco,  the  occasions  last  year  when  any  one 
of  them  was  free  of  interruption  were  rare.  The  close  of  the  year, 
however,  saw  material  on  the  ground  for  the  construction  of  a  wire- 
less station,  work  on  which  is  slowly  progressing  and  the  completion 
of  which  will  materially  improve  the  situation. 
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Banking  and  Currency — State  Revenues. 

There  are  two  banks  in  Acapiilco  that  in  normal  times  have 
proved  adequate  to  accommodate  the  needs  of  the  people.  One  is  a 
branch  of  the  Banco  Nacional  and  the  other  a  branch  of  the  Banco 
Morelos.  Neither  did  any  business  last  year  and  the  agents  say  that 
the  date  of  their  resuming  business  is  indefinite. 

The  depreciation  of  the  currency  and  its  fluctuating  values  dis- 
couraged and  delayed  the  revival  of  commerce,  and  an  improve- 
ment of  the  situation  must  await  the  establishment  of  a  more  stable 
currency. 

The  finances  of  the  State  are  disorganized  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances, it  is  not  possible  to  determine  the  extent  of  the  revenues 
accruing  from  taxation  or  to  obtain  complete  statistics  of  the  dis- 
bursements. The  customs  receipts  at  Acapulco  have  not  at  all  times 
been  adequate  to  defray  the  cost  of  administration. 
Natural  Resources — Industrial   and  Commercial    Outlook. 

The  potential  w^ealth  of  the  State  of  Guerrero  is  considerable. 
Eich  in  its  resources  of  timber,  its  forest  being  yet  untouched ;  rich 
in  its  mineral  resources,  its  mines  of  gold,  silver,  copper,  and  iron 
having  yielded  great  wealth  during  centuries  past;  richer  still  in 
the  possibilities  of  its  fertile  lands  wdiich,  responding  to  the  skill 
and  energy  of  modern  methods  of  agriculture,  would  prove  most 
valuable,  the  State  awaits  only  the  reestablishment  of  normal  con- 
ditions and  the  renewal  of  confidence  to  quickly  advance  in  progress 
and  material  gain.  But  so  undeveloped  are  its  resources,  so  disor- 
ganized its  commerce,  and  so  timid  its  efforts  that  the  work  of  recon- 
struction wall  need  and  demand  considerable  assistance  from  without. 

Eailroad  construction  will  undoubtedly  be  resumed  v\dien  the  situa- 
tion improves  sufficiently  to  inspire  confidence,  and  the  means  thus 
afi^orded  for  the  employment  of  large  numbers  of  men  w^ill  begin  to 
relieve  the  economic  situation. 

Timberlands  wull  become  accessible  wdth  the  new  railroad  and  will 
induce  the  establishment  of  sawmills  and  render  merchantable  one 
of  the  great  resources  of  the  State. 

The  reopening  of  the  mines  will  also  offer  employment  to  large 
numbers  of  men  and  will  no  doubt  revive  the  demand  for  power 
plants  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Balsas  Eiver. 

The  potential  water  power  of  the  State  is  considerable  and  there 
is  no  doubt  but  that  great  opportunities  exist  for  adequate  and  eco- 
nomical means  of  irrigation. 

When  business  is  resumed  in  this  district  the  merchants  will  need 
general  stocks  of  dry  goods,  hardware,  tools  and  machinery,  men's 
and  w^omen's  furnishings,  boots  and  shoes,  toilet  articles,  pharma- 
ceutical supplies,  paints  and  oils,  crockery  ware,  foodstuffs,  and 
practically  every  commodity  entering  into  ordinary  commerce  that 
is  not  produced  in  the  district.  ^Vliile,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  the 
business  recovery  will  be  slow  and  the  early  purchases  may  be  mod- 
est, the  market  is  nevertheless  worthy  the  attention  of  American 
business  men. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

While  the  consulate's  record  of  declared  exports  shows  the  commerce 
through  the  port  of  Acapulco  for  only  the  second  half  of  the  year 
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1915,  the  oflice  having  been  closed  through  all  the  first  half,  it  should 
be  explained,  hoAvever,  that  the  returns  include  what  was  undoubt- 
edly the  great  majority  of  shipments  made  during  the  months  the 
consulate  was  closed,  invoices  having  been  presented  and  certified  by 
the  consul  after  shipment,  in  many  cases  at  the  reciuest  of  the  col- 
lector of  customs  at  San  Francisco,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  cancella- 
tion of  bonds  given  by  importers  to  procure  the  withdrawal  of  goods 
unaccompanied  by  consular  invoices.  Comparison  is  made  with  the 
year  1913,  for  the  reason  that  the  records  for  1914  are  incomplete, 
the  consulate  having  been  closed  in  April  of  that  j'ear.  The  articles 
and  their  declared  values  for  the  tAvo  years  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing: table : 


Articles. 

1913 

1915 

Articles. 

1913 

1915 

$420 
25,925 
16,508 

536 

201,141 

11, 895 

85 

Oil  cake: 

$1,740 

2,615 

454 

Coffee          

$522 
5,836 

31 

75, 559 

1,193 

7G9 

$371 

Cotton  seed 

149 

Rubber 

1,216 

Cow 

All  other  articles 

2,968 

23 

Deer 

Total 

Goat 

264,  287 

85,663 

American  goods  returned  in  1915  were  valued  at  $2,901,  as  com- 
pared with  $4,001  in  1913. 

In  1910  the  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  from 
Acapulco  was  $98,245;  in  1911,  $132,267;  and  in  1912,  $197,524. 
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Hy  Consul  Gaston   ScliMiatz. 


Domestic  and  foreign  commerce  in  the  Aguascalientes  consular 
district  continued  practically  suspended  during  1915.  All  local  in- 
dustries, mines,  smelters,  Ijanking  institutions,  flour  mills,  etc.,  were 
closed  down,  while  railroad  traffic  and  telegraphic  and  mail  com- 
munication were  irregular  and  uncertain,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
year  entirely  suspended. 

The  total  declared  value  of  articles  invoiced  at  Aguascalientes  for 
shipment  to  the  United  States  in  1915  was  only  $338,715,  as  compared 
with  $1,602,303  in  1914  and  a  yearly  average  of  $11,000,000  prior  to 
that  time.  The  principal  articles  and  their  values  for  the  two  years 
are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Chili  peppers 

Copper  bullion 

Goatskins 

Gold-silver  bullion. 
Hides,  wet  salted. . . 
Lead  bullion 


1914 


$1, 399, 873 
7,248 


3,685 
189, 177 


1915 


S4,955 
320, 492 


5,352 


Articles. 


Metal,  scrap 

Zarapes  (woolen  blankets). 

Zinc  ore 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1914 


SI,  502 


818 


.12, 113 
1,293 
2, 66t) 
1,750 


1, 602, 303     338, 715 


Returned  American  goods  was  valued  at  $563  in  1914  and  at 
$200  in  1915. 

The  copper  bullion,  of  which  417  long  tons  wdiere  exported,  was 
all  produced  by  the  American  Smelting  &  Refining  Co.'s  plant  in 
the  city  of  Aguascalientes. 
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Quantities  of  cattle,  hides,  and  other  products  were  sent  out  of 
the  district  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  it  is  probable  that 
the  greater  part  of  these  were  shipped  to  the  United  States  from 
Ciudad  Juarez,  but  there  is  no  record  of  these  on  file  in  this  consulate. 

DURANGO. 

By  Vice  Consul  Homer   C.  Coen. 

In  the  Durango  consular  district  the  year  1915  closed  Avitli  all 
industrial  enterprise  at  a  standstill.  All  smelters  were  closed  dur- 
ing the  year  and  had  not  opened  by  March,  191G,  when  only  one 
mine  in  the  district  was  still  working.  With  a  depreciated  and 
fluctuating  currency,  all  retail  commercial  enterprise  has  been  lim- 
ited to  short  stocks  of  the  most  absolute  necessities  handled  upon  a 
cash  basis. 

Agriculture,  under  the  handicap  of  a  disturbed  and  uncer- 
tain political  situation,  with  the  additional  misfortune  of  the 
poorest  season  in  many  years  on  account  of  late  rains  and  early 
frosts,  was  in  an  unfavorable  condition.  The  farmers  made  the 
best  of  the  situation  and  planted  about  a  50  per  cent  crop,  but  the 
yield  was  only  about  15  per  cent  normal.  Of  this  small  harvest 
only  a  small  proportion  reached  the  channels  of  trade,  vrhich  re- 
sulted in  a  scarcity  of  corn  in  the  Cit}^  of  Durango  that  required 
immediate  and  continuous  importations  to  carry  the  population. 
As  some  of  the  farmers  had  no  seed,  the  planting  this  year  (1916) 
is  even  less  than  before. 

Inactivity  in  Mining  Operations — Railioads — Banking  and  Currency. 

The  mining  industry  is  closed  down  because  the  situation  does 
not  warrant  any  activity  in  this  line.  The  increase  in  mining  taxes 
of  100  per  cent  on  small  holdings  and  300  per  cent  on  large  holdings, 
all  of  which  must  be  paid  in  Mexican  gold  or  American  currency, 
has  discouraged  many  who  have  been  waiting  for  better  times. 
Companies  already  heavily  involved  naturally  had  to  keep  up  their 
taxes  to  hold  their  investments,  but  imdeveloped  holdings  and  pros- 
pects have  been  allowed  to  lapse  by  their  owners. 

The  railroads  have  been  under  the  control  of  the  military  authori- 
ties. The  employees  suffer  to  some  extent  the  inconvenience  of  the 
depreciated  fiat  currency  in  use,  as  their  wages  are  paid  in  this 
money.  Construction  and  maintenance  work  are  impossible,  for 
while  freight  and  passenger  rates  have  been  materially  increased,  the 
circulating  medium  has  lost  its  bujdng  power  in  the  centers  where 
matrials  must  be  purchased,  and  so  almost  every  railroad  service  is 
performed  at  an  actual  loss. 

No  banks  have  been  open  since  June,  191B,  and  as  several  classes 
of  fiat  paper  money  have  been  in  circulation  since  that  time,  all  com- 
mercial intercourse  has  been  carried  on  under  difficulties.  There 
were  three  changes  of  governmental  authority  in  the  city  of  Durango 
during  1915,  and  each  time  a  change  in  the  circulating  currency. 
The  American  dollar  has,  of  course,  been  the  standard  or  basis  of 
exchange,  but  very  small  quantities  of  American  currency  have  been 
circulated.  Before  any  permanent  improvement  can  be  hoped  for, 
a  currency  of  some  fixed  value  and  some  banking  or  exchange  facili- 
ties must  be  established  in  the  larger  commercial  centers  of  the 
district. 
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Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  total  declared  value  of  exports  from  the  Durango  consular 
district  for  the  United  States  for  1915  was  $5,G41,589,  as  compared 
with  $1,708,315  for  1914,  the  large  increase  being  due  to  the  attempts 
of  the  smelters  to  get  their  bullion  and  ores  on  hand  into  cash  and 
to  similar  activities  by  the  other  large  industrial  and  agricultural 
interests. 

The  declared  value  of  the  principal  articles  invoiced  at  the  con- 
sulate at  Durango  and  at  the  consular  agency  at  Torreon  for  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States  in  1914  and  1915  is  shown  in  the  following 
table : 


Articles. 


FROM  DURANGO. 


Beans 

Bullion: 

Gold 

Silver 

Copper 

Cattle 

Chili  peppers 

Com 

Hides  and  skins . 
Rubber,  crude... 
All  other  articles. 

Total 


FKOM  TORREON. 


Acid^  arsenious . 
Bullion: 

Gold 

Silver 

Lead 

Copper 


$738 

8,667 
63,872 
12,504 

$4,130 
19,296 

5,227 
3,530 

114,000 

2,512 
50,959 

315 

2,527 

169 

135 

150,705 

137,876 

27, 705 
119,086 
64,794 
27, 772 


17, 543 

270, 790 
999,064 
892, 115 
134, 688 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

FROM  TORREON— continued. 

•So  000 

$1,096,821 

7,505 
800 

1,714' 395 

Cottonseed  products: 

Cake 

47  233 

Oil 

75,022 

44,944 

Ixtle  fiber 

6, 913 

Ores: 

Lead-silver 

7, 500 

Zinc 

90, 777 

6,011 

Other 

3,815 

Rubber,  guayule 

184,111 
24,632 

1, 167, 874 

Skins,  goat ..'. . 

Wool 

7, 855 

All  other  articles 

4,384 

11,569 

Total 

1,557,010 

5,503,713 

HERMOSILLO. 


Dy    Consul    Loais    Hostetter, 


As  the  result  of  the  unsettled  conditions  in  Mexico,  manufactur- 
ing interests  in  tJie  Hermosillo,  Sonora,  district  that  included  a  cot- 
ton mill  and  clothing,  overall,  shirt,  quilt,  and  shoe  factories  were  at 
a  standstill,  the  low  value  of  the  currency  making  imports  almost 
impossible.  With  a  standard  value  of  money  confidence  and  business 
would  be  restored,  and  the  United  States  could  look  for  a  large  in- 
crease of  business  in  all  lines,  with  no  competition  from  European 
countries.  Mining  is  the  only  industry  in  which  there  was  any 
activity,  and  if  the  present  (Mar.  10)  favorable  conditions  continue 
c|uite  a  number  of  companies  will  start  operations  again. 

Groceries  are  the  only  American  goods  imported  in  any  quantity 
by  the  merchants,  who  are  not  buying  anything  more  than  is  actually 
necessary  to  keep  their  stores  open.  With  the  establishment  of  a 
standarcl  of  exchange,  a  branch  of  some  American  bank  would  be  of 
great  benefit  to  both  exporters  and  importers. 

Good  crops  were  raised  in  the  valleys  of  the  Yaqui  and  Mayo 
Elvers  during  1915, 
Declared.  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  total  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1915 
as  invoiced  at  the  consulate  at  Hermosillo,  Sonora,  was  $1,001,763, 
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as  compared  with  $1,744,733  in  1914.     The  principal  articles  and 
their  values  for  the  two  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Bullion,  gold  and  silver. . . 

Cattle 

Concentrates 

Chick  peas 

Graphite 

Hides 

Ores: 

Gold  and  silver 

Gold,  silver,  and  lead. 


$715,582 
1,434 
115,145 
101,344 
212,000 
541,475 

34,908 


5462,305 
30,293 
100,472 


144,000 
39,775 

130,650 
10, 677 


Articles. 


Precipitates 

Wheat , 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


$9,545 
17, 300 


1,744,733 


1915 


157,928 
5,253 
14,410 


1,001,763 


American  goods  returned  in  1915  was  valued  at  $3,623,  as  against 
$4,0G2  in  1914. 

Chick  peas,  valued  at  $232,831,  was  the  chief  item  invoiced  at 
the  consular  agency  at  Guaymas  for  export  to  the  United  States  in 
1915,  when  the  total  declared  value  of  exports  from  that  place  was 
$437,870.  Other  important  articles  invoiced  that  year  were  hides 
worth  $74,191 ;  silver  bullion,  $48,589 ;  sugar,  $27,483 ;  concentrates, 
$19,320 ;  pearls  $6,510 ;  leather,  $5,068 ;  garlic,  $3,993 ;  bones,  $3,563 ; 
gold  precipitates,  $2,498;  liquors,  $2,345;  and  furniture,  $2,000. 
[The  returns  from  Guaymas  for  1914  have  not  been  received. J 

MAZATLAN. 

By    CoJi.snl   William    E.    Alger. 

In  the  Mazatlan,  Sinaloa,  consular  district  conditions  in  1915  were 
about  the  same  as  in  the  three  preceding  years.  There  were  no  im- 
proA'ements,  either  State  or  municipal,  and  no  attempts  made  to 
replace  what  had  been  destroyed  or  to  conserve  what  had  escaped 
destruction. 

That  exports  did  not  decrease  was  due  principally  to  the  lack  of 
railway  transportation  facilities  caused  by  the  destruction  of  the 
railroad  that  resulted  in  the  shipment  of  the  chick-pea  crop,  valued 
at  over  $1,000,000,  from  Mazatlan,  instead  of  from  Guaymas,  Sonora, 
as  formerly ;  and  to  the  depreciated  fiat  paper  money  and  the  efforts 
made  to  convert  it  into  some  exportable  product  for  which  gold 
could  be  secured. 

Mazatlan's  three  banks  were  closed  throughout  the  year,  all  bank- 
ing business  having  been  done  by  three  German  and  one  Spanish  firms, 
all  of  which  made  considerable  profits. 

The  mining  companies  throughout  the  district  continued  working 
during  the  entire  year  and  did  well. 

In  July  the  Standard  Oil  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  established  an 
agency  in  Mazatlan,  the  Pearson  Co.  and  the  Waters-Pierce  agencies 
having  closed  early  in  the  year.  In  six  months  the  Standard  people 
imported  some  40,000  10-gallon  cases  of  kerosene,  lubricating  oils, 
gasoline,  and  by-products.  In  November  both  the  Pearson  and  the 
Waters-Pierce  agencies  were  reopened. 
Railroad  and  Water  Transportation. 

With  the  exception  of  an  occasional  train  as  far  north  as  Culiacan, 
capital  of  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  there  was  no  rail  traffic.  Renewed 
service  through  to  Nogales,  Ariz.,  does  not  appear  probable  for  at 
least  a  year,  as  the  railroad  company  will  make  no  attempt  to  re- 


MEXICO MAZATLAN. 


9 


pair  or  reconstruct  until  assured  that  conditions  arc  permanently 
normal. 

Three  new  steamship  companies  were  organized  during  the  year, 
the  California  South-Sea  Navigation  Co.,  with  three  boats,  f roin  San 
Francisco  south  as  far  as  the  Canal;  the  Mexican  National  Trading 
Co.,  with  two  boats,  from  San  Francisco  and  San  Perclo,  Cal.,  on 
the  same  route;  and  the  Southewestern  Steamship  Co.,  with  one 
boat,  a  second  to  go  on  soon,  from  San  Francisco  and  San  Pedro  to 
Mazatlan.  Guaymas,  Topolobampo,  La  Paz,  and  Manzanillo.  The 
Pacific  Mail  continues  a  boat  north  and  one  south  once  a  month, 
with  extra  calls  when  freight  or  passengers  offer. 

The  Standard  Oil  runs  its  own  boats,  going  as  far  south  as  the 
Canal.  There  are  several  tramp  steamers  touching  here,  both  going 
south  and  coming  north,  all  under  the  American  flag,  and  two  British 
boats,  the  Cetriana  from  San  Francisco  that  goes  as  far  south  as 
Salina  Cruz,  and  the  British  Emjnre^  belonging  to  the  same  corn- 
pan}^,  that  acts  as  a  feeder,  running  from  Guaymas  and  La  Paz  to 
Salina  Cruz  and  touching  at  Mazatlan,  San  Bias,  Manzanillo,  iiiid 
Acapulco. 

There  are  more  than  sufficient  boats  for  the  freight  offered,  but  all 
are  doing  well,  many,  however,  have  no  passenger  licenses,  and 
people  wishing  to  leave  for  the  United  States  often  have  to  wait  at 
Mazatlan  for  from  one  to  two  weeks.  Every  passenger  boat  arriv- 
ing or  leaving  has  had  full  passenger  lists. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  total  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the 
Mazatlan  consular  district,  which  includes  the  consular  agency  at 
Los  Mochis,  in  1915,  was  $5,785,099,  as  compared  with  $1,172,917  in 
the  preceding  year.  In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  declared 
value  of  the  principal  articles  invoiced  at  Mazatlan  and  at  Los 
Mochis  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  in  1914  and  in  1915 : 


Articles. 

191-1 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

FROM  MAZATLAX. 

Alcohol 

$42,322 

FROM  MAZATLAN— con. 

Sulphates,  silver 

«13,48S 

f2, 170 

Beans ...         

$21, 733 

852,952 

886,238 

895,272 

30 

96, 665 
55,710 
9,539 
26, 195 

658, 716 
66,392 

90, 564 
18,009 
29, 721 

52,257 

15,015 

73, 543 

382,399 

Tobacco. 

15  050 

Bullion: 

406, 647 
178,040 

All  other  articles 

60, 788 

76, 465 

Silver 

Total 

Gold 

1,136,776 

4,  S24, 635 

FROM   LOS  MOCraS. 

Coffee 

14,114 

62,445 
10,501 
10,430 

Concentrates: 

25  715 

Gold 

Bullion,  silver  and  gold 

Chick-peas 

2,500 

50  333 

Cyanides,  silver 

971,690 

Deerslcins 

Hides 

89, 513 

Hides 

209,312 

27,178 

Panocha 

7, 398 

Ixtle 

Shrimp.               ... 

17  617 

Ores: 

Silver 

Sugar: 

Cube 

4i  917 

Gold 

15,517 

Granulated 

SI.Nli) 

Lead 

Raw 

191, 80 j 

Precipitates: 

Silver 

4,326 
3,095 
78, 573 

Tomatoes 

27,246 
6,395 

13, 793 

All  other  articles 

13,831 

Gold 

Total 

Slirimp 

36, 141 

1,460,4:31 

Sugar ....................... 

American  goods  returned  from  Mazatlan  in  1915  were  valued  at 
$13,336,  as  against  $5,729  in  1914,  and  from  Los  Mochis  at  $2G,407, 
as  against  $3,088  in  the  preceding  j^ear. 
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MONTEREY, 

By  Consul  General  Pliilip  C.  Hanna. 

The  year  1915  in  the  Monterey  district,  from  a  commercial  view- 
point, Avas  the  most  depressed  and  imsatisfactory  for  many  years. 
The  causes  were  the  unsettled  conditions  resulting  from  the  revolu- 
tion, the  depreciated  value  of  the  fiat  money,  the  withdrawal  from 
circulation  of  the  gold  and  silver  coin  and  currency  that  formerly 
was  worth  50  cents  in  American  money  on  the  peso  and  the  conse- 
quent closing  of  the  banks,  and  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities 
and  inability  therefore  to  secure  supplies. 

This  section  of  Mexico  is  dependent  mainly  upon  three  important 
industries — agricultural,  ranching,  and  mining,  with  their  associated 
and  allied  enterprises. 

Improved  Agricultural  Conditions — Meat  Shortage. 

Conditions  from  an  agricultural  standpoint  were  slightly  improved 
over  the  preceding  year.  The  farmers  harvested  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  their  plantings,  and,  in  addition  to  a  supply  for  home  con- 
sumption, had  a  surplus  of  corn  and  forage  crops  that  sold  at  good 
prices. 

Eanching,  however,  was  not  so  favorable;  large  areas  between 
Monterey  and  the  Texas  border  and  between  Monterey  and  the 
Tampico  section,  over  which  formerly  large  herds  of  cattle  roamed, 
are  to-day  empty  pastures.  A  large  sum  in  export  duties  was  col- 
lected, but  the  meat  supply  in  this  section  of  Mexico  has  been  greatly 
reduced.  Taking  into  consideration  the  scarcity  of  the  supply,  the 
great  advance  at  which  it  is  sold,  and  the  depreciated  value  of  the 
fiat  money  in  which  the  poor  are  paid,  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
them  to  purchase  meat. 

As  evidence  of  the  shortage  of  the  meat  supply  in  this  section  last 
year,  the  declared  export  value  of  hides  and  bones  from  this  consular 
district  for  the  year,  as  compared  with  1914,  reveals  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  falling  off  of  10  per  cent  in  dry  cattle  hides,  72  per  cent 
in  green  (or  butcher)  cattle  hides,  54  per  cent  in  goatskins,  80  per 
cent  in  pigskins,  and  3G  per  cent  in  crude  bones.  One  of  the  many 
serious  problems  confronting  the  nation  at  present  is  the  replenish- 
ing of  its  meat  supply  and  at  prices  within  the  purchasing  power  of 
the  poor. 

Little  Activity  in  Mining  Operations. 

The  third  and  most  valuable  of  the  industries  in  this  district, 
mining  and  its  associated  industry,  smelting,  was  conducted  on  a 
limited  scale  during  1915.  There  were  several  reasons  for  this,  the 
main  ones  being  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities,  the  inability 
to  secure  explosives  and  fuel,  and  the  scarcity  of  labor.  Many  of  the 
men  formerly  employed  in  the  mines  and  smelters  have  either  joined 
the  army  or  left  the  country.  Yet  some  mining  was  done,  and  one 
of  the  Monterey  smelters  operated  during  July  and  the  first  11  days 
of  August,  handling  during  that  time  about  5  per  cent  of  its  average 
annual  output.  In  both  mining  and  smelting  less  tonnage  was  pro- 
duced than  in  any  year  since  the  outbreak  of  disturbed  conditions, 
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although  the  vahie  per  unit,  as  shown  in  the  declared  exi:>ort  re- 
turns, Avas  higher,  as  a  result  of  the  great  demand  for  zinc,  lead,  and 
copper. 

Business  Confidence  Growing. 

The  last  quarter  of  the  year  shoAved  a  marked  improvement  in 
business  confidence,  the  smelters  prepared  to  resume  operations,  the 
mines  that  had  been  in  operation  even  under  adverse  conditions  made 
arrangements  to  operate  on  a  more  extensive  scale,  and  a  number  of 
those  that  had  been  shut  down  prepared  to  resume  operations;  and 
the  merchants,  not  only  in  Monterey  but  in  all  this  section,  began  in 
a  small  Avay  to  replenish  the  greatly  depleted  stocks,  but  none,  how- 
ever, is  carrying  the  stocks  formerly  carried. 

Banking  was  practically  suspended  during  the  entire  year,  al- 
ihough  toward  the  end  of  1915  two  of  the  banking  institutions  in 
Monterey  resumed  operations  in  a  limited  way. 

The  local  brewery,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  of  the 
many  industrial  enterprises  that  were  thriving  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
revolution,  was  operated  at  a  greatly  reduced  capacity,  employing 
only  a  small  proportion  of  its  usually  large  force. 

Prospects  for  American  Trade  with  Mexico. 

Upon  the  restoration  of  peace  and  the  return  of  normal  conditions, 
v.itli  a  currency  of  stable  and  fixed  value,  unprecedented  opportuni- 
ties for  trade  with  Mexico  will  be  opened  to  the  manufacturers  and 
merchants  of  the  United  States.  The  stocks  of  merchandise  in  this 
country  are  greatly  depleted  and  all  industries  will  require  new 
equipment. 

On  the  farms  many  of  the  implements  of  the  husbandman  have 
been  destroj^ed  and  others  ruined  from  nonuse,  so  there  will  be  a 
great  demand  for  agricultural  implements  and  tools  of  all  kinds, 
wagons,  vehicles,  harness,  etc.  Ranchmen  and  farmers  will  also 
require  thousands  of  tons  of  wire  to  replace  the  miles  of  fences  cut 
and  clestroj^ed. 

In  the  matter  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  railroads  alone  millions 
of  dollars  will  be  required  for  the  purchase  of  rolling  stock,  rail, 
spikes,  angle  bars,  switches,  bridge  material,  ties,  water  tanks,  pump- 
ing stations,  and,  in  fact,  all  kinds  of  material  required  to  build  and 
equip  a  railroad.  The  mines  will  necessarily  need  new  equipment  to 
replace  that  destroyed  or  damaged  through  nonuse.  Expert  labor 
will  be  in  demand  and  engineers  needed  for  the  great  work  of  recon- 
struction in  all  lines  of  industry. 

With  improved  transportation  facilities  that  w^ill  enable  explosives 
and  other  supplies  to  reach  the  mines  promptly,  provide  means  for 
the  output  of  the  mines  to  reach  the  smelters  and  markets,  facilitate 
the  products  of  the  smelters  to  move  to  market  and  transport  mer- 
chandise to  the  centers  of  trade  and  be  distributed  from  these  centers, 
the  revival  of  trade  and  industry  will  be  rapid,  and  in  an  inconceiv- 
ably short  time  prosperity  will  return  to  this  section  of  Mexico,  a 
section  unusually  rich  in  natural  resources. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  as  invoiced  from  Monterey  during 
1915  were  valued  at  $1,999,G55,  or  $G47,610  less  than  in  the  preceding 
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year.    The  articles,  with  their  quantities  and  values  for  the  two  years, 
are  shown  in  the  followinj^  statement : 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1915 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Antimony  ore 

Beeswa.x 

Bones,  crude 

Bran 

Brass,  old 

Cattle 

Copper: 

Bullion 

Matte 

Old 

Ore 

Copper-silver  matte 

Corn 

Cotton,  raw 

Glycerin,  crude 

Go"ld  bullion 

Guayule  rubber  extract. 

Hair,  horse 

Herbs,  medicinal 

Hides: 

Cattle- 
Dry 

Green 

Skins: 

Goat 

Pig 

Household  goods 

Ixtle  fiber 

Lead  bullion 

Nuts 

Silver  bullion 

Tin,  block 

Wax  (not  specified) 

AVax,  vegetable 

Wool 

Zinc,  ore 

All  other  articles 


tons. 

.poimds. 

do... 

tons. 

.pounds, 
.number. 

.pounds. 

tons. 

..pounds. 

tons. 

.pounds, 
.bushels, 
.pounds. 
....do... 
..ounces. 
..pounds. 

do... 

....do... 


9,515 
447, 326 
7,326 
64, 526 
2,321 

23,984 


$2, 274 
3,830 
1,524 
5,779 

44,209 

3, 113 


71 

2,901 

286, 598 

17 

98, 787 


$4, 024 

570 

1,907 

333 

10,112 


76 

'i6,'5i6' 


7,603 

's.lsi' 


.do. 
.do. 


.do... 
.do... 


15, 055 

14, 289 

721,778 

11,954 

9,594 


286,998 
402, 759 


269, 108 
52, 376 


tons. 

.poimds. 
do... 


2,333 

17,761,999 

132, 364 


.pounds. 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 
tons. 


2,205 


1,809 
292, 131 
209, 064 

2,3S4 
836 


70, 012 
51, 690 

66, 674 

2,700 

9, 323 

232, 627 

600, 150 

8,394 

950, 750 

1,400 


221 

23,217 

31 

4,470 

2,510 

79, 617 

3S,  416 


88,549 
2,593 
1,120 
6,428 
1,599 
5,778 
4,318 


99, 635 
4,673 
23, 537 


256, 921 
114,371 

124,375 
10, 389 


1,820 
15, 320, 532 


14, 878 

836 

2,078 


53, 594 
19, 584 

29,473 

789 

1,370 

147,641 

1, 458, 410 


5,680 


17,319 
8,807 
5,199 


2,922 

472 

60, 735 

6,379 


10, 895 
5,357 

18, 284 
3,427 


1,791 

780 

2,398 

131, 100 

1,861 


Total. 


2, 047, 265 


1,999,655 


American  goods  returned  in  1915  was  valued  at  only  $3,810,  as 
compared  with  $14,621  in  1914. 

The  unprecedented  demand  for  metals  created  a  market  for  any 
kind  of  old  metal,  hence  the  increases  in  old  brass  and  copper,  most 
of  which  was  scrap  taken  from  wrecked  railroad  equipment.  During 
the  short  time  the  smelter  operated  last  year  an  accumulation  of 
copper  ore  was  treated ;  the  copper  matte  represents  that  accumula- 
tion. The  antimony  ore,  copper-silver  matte,  and  silver  bullion  came 
from  the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi. 

Under  normal  conditions  raw  cotton  is  seldom  exported,  as  it 
brings  a  higher  price  in  Mexico,  but  this  exportation,  which  was 
made  by  one  of  the  large  foreign  mercantile  establishments  in 
Monterey,  represented  the  stock  of  one  of  their  customers  who  had 
turned  it  over  to  them  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  as  a  matter 
of  precaution. 

Ordinarily  crude  glycerin  is  disposed  of  to  the  soap  factories  at 
Torreon,  but  on  account  of  the  disturbed  conditions  in  that  section 
the  factories  were  not  in  the  market  and  consequently  the  producers 
of  this  article  were  forced  to  ship  their  x^roduct  to  the  United  States 
to  secure  a  market. 
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The  increase  in  medicinal  herbs  was  caused  by  a  greater  demand 
and  market  for  wikl  marjoram,  which  represents  the  greater  part  of 
the  medicinal  herbs  exported. 

The  gain  in  the  exportation  of  calf  hides  is  an  indication  that 
3^oung  cattle  are  being  slaughtered  for  meat  in  larger  quantities  than 
formerly;  in  fact  there  are  few  cattle  left  for  market  except  3'Oung 
animals  and  stags. 

NOGALES. 

By  Coiis«l  Fi'ederioli   Simpicli. 

The  year  1015  saw^  north  Sonera's  trade  at  its  lowest  ebb  for  many 
years.  War  and  debased  fiat  money  combined  to  destroy  credit  and 
ruin  commerce.  Toward  the  end  of  the  year  practically  all  im- 
portant places  of  business  were  closed,  and  many  small  merchants, 
ruined  or  discouraged,  left  the  State. 

Destructive  floods  in  the  early  months  of  the  year  did  much 
damage  to  railways,  buildings,  irrigation  canals,  and  small  farms.  A 
few  lives  were  lost,  many  work  animals  were  drowned,  and  much 
suffering  ensued  among  tlie  lower  classes. 

No  new  investments  of  foreign  money  w^ere  made,  no  outside 
money  was  spent  in  developing  new  mines,  and  no  railway  or  other 
construction  work  of  any  consequence  was  attempted. 

Live-stock  Industry — Copper  Mines. 

The  chief  items  of  export  from  this  district  are  live  stock  and 
minerals. 

Heavy  exports  of  cattle  have  greatly  depleted  the  herds,  but  own- 
ers were  compelled  to  sell,  in  many  cases,  in  order  to  protect  them- 
selves. This  wholesale  stripping  of  the  ranches,  wherein  cows,  heif- 
ers, and  all  were  sold,  has  discounted  the  future  for  several  seasons 
ahead. 

When  the  United  States  removed  the  import  duty  on  live  cattle 
in  1914,  the  Sonora  authorities  immediately  imposed  export  duties 
varying  from  $2  to  $10  per  head,  depending  on  the  age  and  sex  of 
the  animal ;  and  these  duties,  although  raised  or  lowered  on  various 
occasions,  continued  in  force  throughout  1915,  and  constituted  one 
of  tlie  principal  sources  of  revenue  to  the  State  authorities. 

Copper,  the  chief  mineral  product  of  Sonora,  is  mined  and  treated 
in  large  quantities  at  Cananea  and  Nacozari.  Owing,  however,  to 
disturbed  political  conditions  and  interrupted  freight  communica- 
tions in  1915,  all  copper  mines  in  the  district  were  closed  down,  at 
one  time  or  another,  and  production  curtailed. 

Labor  and  Wages. 

A  singular  phase  of  economic  conditions  in  Sonora  in  1915  was 
that,  notwithstanding  the  food  shortage  and  general  hard  times,  the 
supply  of  labor  was  less  than  the  demand,  service  in  one  or  another 
of  the  armies  in  the  field  being  preferred  to  employment  in  the  mines 
or  elsewhere. 

To  such  few^  employers  of  labor  as  were  able  to  operate  in  1915 
the  depreciation  of  fiat  money  was,  of  course,  advantageous,  wages 
in  but  few  cases  having  been  increased  in  proportion  to  the  cheapen- 
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ing  money.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  as  in  1914,  such  concerns  as 
operated  "  company  stores "  or  conducted  their  own  commissaries 
were  forced  to  sell  merchandise  at  a  loss,  owing  to  depreciated  money ; 
since  their  laborers,  paid  only  in  that  fiat  money,  had  perforce  only 
it  to  spend. 

Sonora  State  Revenues. 

The  revenues  of  Sonora  for  1915  declined  to  an  abnormally  low 
figure  owing  to  decreased  customs  receipts  and  delinquent  taxes.  The 
bulk  of  the  imports  were  for  Government  use  and  paid  no  import 
duties.  The  taxes  on  retail  stores  were  almost  nothing,  because  little 
retail  trade  took  place,  wdiile  taxes  on  smaller  mines  were  largely 
delinquent. 

Also,  most  of  the  wealthier  natives  of  Sonora,  who  once  held  large 
taxable  properties,  now  live  in  the  United  States,  and  taxes  levied 
against  them  remain,  for  the  most  part,  unpaid.  Many  properties  be- 
longing to  these  absentees  were  ojffered  for  sale  on  account  of  the 
unpaid  assessments  but  Avere  not  sold  because  of  the  lack  of  pur- 
chasers. 

The  efforts  to  raise  revenue  resulted,  in  the  autumn  of  1915,  in  an 
export  duty  on  hides  amounting  to  more  than  their  market  price  in 
the  United  States  at  that  time. 

United  States  Has  Monopoly  of  Trade. 

Such  goods  as  north  Sonora  imported  in  1915  came  entirely  from 
the  United  States.  In  normal  times,  too,  the  State  consumes  far 
more  American  merchandise  than  customs  records  indicate,  for  ordi- 
narily the  relations  between  the  people  of  Sonora  and  those  of  the 
American  Southwest  are  close.  A  constant  stream  of  travelers  passes 
back  and  forth  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  through  Naco, 
Douglas,  and  Nogales,  Ariz.,  doing  their  buying  on  the  American 
side.  Wealthier  Mexicans  educate  their  children  in  California  and 
Arizona  schools.  These  children,  returning  later  to  Mexico,  carry 
with  them  a  knpwledge  of  and  a  requirement  for  American  merchan- 
dise of  various  sorts. 

California  and  Arizona  jobbers  supply  practically  all  the  ready- 
made  clothing,  shoes,  furniture,  jewelry,  prepared  foods,  lard,  soap, 
vehicles  and  automobiles,  bicycles,  farm  implements,  hardware, 
drugs,  proprietary  medicmes,  arms  and  ammunition,  harness  and 
saddles,  household  equipment,  and  dry  goods  consumed  in  Sonora. 

When  Europe  was  at  peace,  such  goods  as  liquors,  glassware,  toys, 
watches  and  jewelry,  bar  iron,  and  "objects  of  art"  came  largely 
from  German}'^,  France,  and  England. 

Under  present  conditions  American  manufacturers  can  sell  goods 
into  Sonora  more  readily  by  dealing  through  jobbers  already  estab- 
lished in  the  near  border  towns  of  the  American  Southwest. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  value  of  the  principal  articles  invoiced  at  the  con- 
sulate at  Nogales  and  at  the  consular  agency  at  Cananea  for  shipment 
to  the  United  States  in  1914  and  1915  is  shown  in  the  following 
table: 
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Articles. 

1914 

1 
1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

FROM  NOGALES. 

Cattle 

$1,395,121 

$1,111,328 

118,580 
30, 554 
101,654 
124,679 
22, 079 
21,325 
323 

48,285 
13,679 
8,992 
10,452 
54,340 

FROM   CAr-'ANEA. 

Bullion 

83,839,962 

SSI 

2,316,927 

698, 726 

637 

28,330 

96, 163 

$3,-328,350 
4  248 

Copper: 

Bullion 

Cofleo 

Concentrates    . 

1  371  588 

Ore 

15,921 
214,975 
163,604 

20,723 

Cattle 

l' 007' 242 

Gold  bullion 

Goats 

Hides 

Horses 

64  264 

47,487 

Liquors 

Matte 

7  091 

Shrimp 

10, 195 

295,318 
86,566 
47, 107  . 
55,958 
67,821 

Mules 

9,803 

1,384,644 

11,378 

12,346 

13,113 

Silver: 

Ore 

722,928 

Bullion 

Potatoes 

3,10s 

9,800 

Ore 

Total 

Sugar 

11,399,797 

6,579,214 

Total 

2,375,109 

1,666,270 

American  goods  returned  from  Nogales  in  1915  was  valued  at 
$95,058,  as  compared  Avith  $11,700  in  1914;  while  the  values  of  the 
articles  returned  from  Cananea  were  $39,801  and  $38,011,  respec- 
tively. 

PIEDRAS  NEGRAS  (CIUDAD  PORFIRIO  DIAZ). 

By    Vice    Consul    William    P.    Blocker. 

In  the  Piedras  Negras,  Coahuila,  consular  district  the  year  1915, 
like  the  preceding  one,  was  one  of  general  depression,  but  conditions 
became  brighter  during  the  last  three  months,  when  there  was  a 
marked  increase  in  the  exports  to  the  United  States  of  ore,  ixtle,  and 
other  raw  materials  that  surpassed  all  shipments  for  the  three  pre- 
ceding years,  as  the  result  of  the  improved  railway  service.  An 
agreement  was  entered  into  by  the  Mexican  lines  and  an  American 
railway  company  whereby  the  latter  is  delivering  cars  to  the  Mexican 
company  as  in  normal  times.  This  has  been  a  great  factor  in  better- 
ing the  service,  both  locally  and  internationally.  As  a  result  of  this 
agreement  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  soon  be  a  sufficient  supply  of  cars, 
locomotives,  etc.,  to  handle  large  shipments  to  and  from  Mexico 
upon  scheduled  time. 
Calamine  and  Coal  Mining — Live  Stock  and  Agriculture. 

The  chief  industries  of  the  district  are  calamine  and  coal  mining. 
Within  a  radius  of  75  miles  of  Piedras  Negras  there  are  G  calamine 
and  10  coal  mines  that  have  a  daily  output  of  100  tons  and  3,000 
tons,  respectively,  when  conditions  are  normal.  The  calamine,  which 
averages  35  per  cent  crude  zinc  ore  and  is  practically  the  same  as 
crude  oxidized  zinc  ore,  is  shipped  to  the  United  States,  where  it 
is  in  great  demand.  During  the  last  few  j^ears  the  calamine  mines 
have  hardly  been  worked  at  all,  but  with  the  improved  conditions 
last  year  activities  were  renewed  and  8,909  tons  were  shipped  to  the 
United  States,  in  contrast  Avith  only  1,105  tons  in  1914.  The  coal  is 
consumed  by  the  railroads  and  factories  in  Mexico. 

The  live-stock  industry,  one  of  the  chief  enterprises  of  this  section, 
did  not  flourish  in  1915  as  in  previous  years,  owing  to  the  shortage 
of  breeding  cattle.  The  exports  of  cattle  in  1913  and  1914  were  so 
large  that  ])ractically  every  ranch  was  depleted  of  its  surplus  supply. 
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and  in  many  cases  of  its  breeding  reserve.  Shipments  last  year 
amounted  to' 29,383  head,  as  against  83,934  head  in  1914.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  returns  will  be  small  for  several  j-ears  to  come,  until 
the  ranchmen  can  restock  with  breeding  cattle. 

Corn,  sugar,  wheat,  and  beans  are  the  chief  agricultural  products. 
The  corn  crop  was  good,  being  sujBicient  to  supply  local  and  interior 
markets  and  yet  leave  a  liberal  surplus  for  export.  That  the  quantity 
exported,  110,928  bushels,  was  less  than  that  in  1914,  317,593  bushels, 
Avas  due  to  the  resumption  of  railway  traffic  to  southern  Mexico, 
where  there  was  a  demand  for  corn.  In  normal  years  the  exports 
should  be  still  less. 

Imports  from  the  United  States. 

Imports  into  the  Piedras  Negras  consular  district,  all  from  the 
United  States,  in  1915  totaled  $283,715,  the  principal  items  being 
carts  and  automobiles,  $48,330;  cyanide,  $35,873;  lard,  $27,940;  com- 
mon soap,  $18,59G;  coffee  (green),  $16,372;  sugar,  $14,206;  beer, 
$13,293;  leaf  tobacco  (Virginia),  $9,378;  dynamite,  $8,068;  nails, 
$6,065;  wheat  flour,  $5,979;  cotton  cloth,  $4,584;  rice,  $3,412;  lumber, 
$3,096;  clay  and  sand',  $3,000;  coke,  $2,736;  cotton  thread,  $2,533; 
crackers,  $2,902;  men's  underwear,  $2,006;  boots  and  shoes,  $2,997; 
fruit,  $2,704;  preserved  meat,  $2,270;  rubber  bands,  $1,994;  jute 
bags,  $1,888;  cotton  clothing,  $1,165;  common  salt,  $1,922;  paper  of 
all  kinds,  $1,504;  iron  wire,  $1,494;  tools,  $1,418;  brandy,  $1,634; 
barley,  $1,402;  coal,  $1,271;  miscellaneous  manufactured  goods, 
$1,733 ;  and  all  kinds  of  wood  (excepting  lumber) ,  $5,982. 

Opportunities  for  Am.erican  Trade. 

Despite  the  large  quantities  of  agricultural  products  raised,  only 
a  small  acreage  of  the  tillable  lands  of  the  State  of  Coahuila  has  been 
in  cultivation  during  the  last  four  years.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that 
there  will  be  a  demand  for  agricultural  machinery  and  other  farm 
necessities  in  the  future.  Clothes,  manufactured  provisions,  etc.,  are 
very  scarce  and  must  be  purchased  by  the  ^Mexican  merchants  in  the 
near  future.  There  is,  therefore,  a  good  chance  for  American  manu- 
facturers to  do  a  large  busines  at  an  early  date,  and  to  establish  them- 
selves more  firmly  than  heretofore.  American-made  goods  control 
the  market  at  present,  but  lots  of  business  will  doubtless  need  at- 
tention and  persuasion.  The  most  important  articles  that  this  dis- 
trict buj^s  from  the  United  States  are :  Cotton,  clothing,  piece  goods, 
shoes,  hats,  medicines,  and  machinery.  In  fact  the  greater  part  of 
everything  consumed  here  is  imported,  as  there  are  no  manufactur- 
ing plants  in  the  district,  and  but  few  in  other  parts  of  the  Eepublic. 
In  correspondence,  which  should  be  in  Spanish,  the  stereot3^ped  let- 
ter with  the  writer's  signature  in  tj-pe  should  by  all  means  be  elimi- 
nated, as  it  leads  the  Mexican  merchant  to  think  that  no  special  at- 
tention has  been  given  him,  and  that  similar  letters  have  been  sent 
to  thousands  of  others. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  total  declared  value  of  articles  invoiced  at  the  consulate  at 
Piedras  Negras  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  in  1915  was 
$1,906,665,  as  compared  with  $3,666,886  in  1914.    The  articles,  with 
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their  quantities  and  values,  for  the  two  years  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table ; 


Articles. 


1914 


Quantity.       Value 


1915 


Quantity.    Value 


Animals: 

Cat  tie number . 

Goats do... 

Horses do .  -  - 

Hogs do... 

Mules do . . . 

Sheep do . . . 

Beans bushels . 

Bones pounds . 

Calamine tons . 

Corn bushels . 

Cotton pounds . 

Coffee do . . . 

Cotton  seed do. . . 

Cottonseed  cake tons. 

Horse  ha  ir pounds . 

Horns do . . . 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle do . . . 

Goat do. . . 

Other,  salted do . . . 

Istle tons. 

Lead: 

Ore do . . . 

Bullion pounds. 

Nut s ,  pecans do . . . 

Rubber do... 

Sugar do. . . 

^'egetable  wax do . . . 

Wool do . . . 

Wheat bushels . 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


83,934 

89,700 

3,694 

65 

3,153 

91,237 

3,968 

503, 800 

1,105 

317, 593 

4,676,841 

120, 980 

1,730,000 


28,905 
27, 172 

456, 277 

538, 504 

467,854 

1,421 


398, 483 
929, 442 
174, 189 
7,000 
28, 929 
668, 621 


$1, 399, 918 

98, 170 

60, 489 

1,170 

74, 363 

212,263 

8,554 

3,012 

20, 153 

228, 728 

796.361 

19, 835 

19, 405 


8,847 
1,909 

70, 606 
177, 724 

52, 050 
132, 202 


18,547 
55, 362 
57, 918 
693 
5, 167 
90, 736 


52,  704 


29,383 

87, 018 

1,084 

30 

1,202 

128, 197 

285, 739 

558,800 

8,969 

116,928 

745, 143 

41,527 


1,646 

22, 095 


365, 882 

296,697 

70.908 

2,807 

1,696 


115,675 
138, 774 
67, 510 
55,295 
173, 705 
5,815 


5644,986 

97,313 

24, 789 

285 

28, 794 

195,927 

12,516 

3,091 

119,215 

109, 466 

152, 203 

11, 160 


38,808 
4,757 


60,715 
89,298 
8,331 
90,659 

81, 633 


4,589 
51,567 

5,640 

8,863 
22,410 

6,268 
33, 382 


3,666,886  | 1,906,665 


SAN  LUIS  POTOSI. 


By  Consul  Wilbert  Li.  Boniiey. 


The  outstanding  fact  of  the  year  1915  in  the  San  Luis  Potosi 
district  was  the  practical  absence  of  business  failures,  in  view  of  the 
vexing  and  prolonged  strain  upon  credit  and  commerce.  The  year 
opened  with  transportation  suspended  and  industries  reduced  to  the 
lowest  living  scale.  The  last  six  months  witnessed  an  improvement 
in  transportation  and  in  local  business  that  was  sustained  to  the 
close  of  the  year  in  spite  of  adverse  factors.  During  the  first 
half  of  the  year  new  business  was  impossible;  during  the  second 
half  it  was  difficult.  During  the  first  half  deliveries  of  goods  were 
not  sought  or  expected;  during  the  second  half  they  were  slow 
and  expensive.  Exports  were  practicall}"  suspended  until  late  in  the 
year,  when  they  revived  upon  a  moderate  scale. 

Being  cut  off  from  the  exterior  the  simple  question  of  self-main- 
tenance v\as  the  primary  concern  during  much  of  the  year,  and  the 
resources  of  the  San  Luis  Potosi  district  were  taxed  to  the  utmost. 
Eailway  Transportation — Silver  and  Quicksilver — Imports  of  Corn. 

Railway  lines  were  repaired  in  August,  when  the  shortage  of 
freight  cars  and  locomotives  begun  to  be  keenly  felt.  At  the  close 
of  the  year  the  shortage  was  only  partially  relieved  by  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Co.    Freight  was  accepted 
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only  in  car  lots,  smaller  shipments  being  sent  by  express.  Under 
these  circnmslances  the  utility  of  the  parcel  post  for  small  ship- 
ments was  realized,  and  this  mode  of  shipment  is  becoming  more 
popular.  Lack  of  understanding  or  cooperation  on  the  part  of 
American  railway  and  express  companies  at  the  frontier  is  said  to 
have  contributed  to  the  delays  and  difficulties  of  importers. 

The  rise  in  the  price  of  silver  and  quicksilver  late  in  the  year, 
gave  some  encouragement  to  important  interests.  "Wlien  shipments 
were  possible,  express  service  was  used,  and  the  express  business  was 
probably  the  most  active  and  profitable  in  the  district. 

The  price  of  corn  rose  to  the  import  point  late  in  the  year  and 
a  few  cars  were  imported,  but  at  that  point  concealed  stores  were 
placed  on  the  market,  and  the  newly  harvested  corn  began  to  arrive, 
putting  the  price  just  below  a  level  w^here  imports  would  be  profit- 
able, at  which  p)rice  it  remained  to  the  close  of  the  j'ear. 
Tuel  and  Power — Industrial  Activities. 

In  the  complete  absence  of  crude  oil  and  coal  for  steam  purposes, 
with  wood  scarce  and  dear,  the  Central  Mexico  Light  &  Power  Co. 
continued  to  furnish  powder  to  local  industries  at  relatively  low 
prices,  and  this  service  was  of  the  highest  value  to  this  as  well  as  other 
districts.  Under  these  conditions  the  most  important  local  industries 
continued  operating  and  furnished  employment.  Such  industries 
included  the  match  factories,  workmen's  clothing  factory,  foundries, 
shoe  shops,  furniture  f actor^^,  printing  shops,  the  brewer}^,  and  a  few 
mines. 

An  antimony  smelter  in  San  Luis  Potosi  was  nearly  completed. 
An  experimental  iron  furnace  was  installed  at  a  local  foundry  for 
smelting  iron  from  a  neighboring  mine  from  which  the  iron  content 
had  heretofore  been  wasted.  A  local  house  fitted  out  a  shop  for  the 
manufacture  of  hand  plows,  and  the  undertaking  promises  good  re- 
sults. The  recovery  of  quicksilver  at  Cedral  continued  throughout 
the  year,  the  product  being  exported  to  New  York.  The  cyanide 
plant  at  Carmen  w^as  overhauled  and  its  capacity  increased. 

Mining  w^as  resumed  in  Guanajuato  and  Pinos,  and  the  smelter  in 
Matehuala  began  treating  some  -iOQ  tons  of  copper  ore  daily  from 
the  Dolores  y  Anexas  mine.  At  San  Pedro  and  Cerritos  only  main- 
tenance operations  were  possible.  The  salt  works  at  Salinas  oper- 
ated during  most  of  the  year,  although  shipments  were  difficult  and 
limited. 

The  guayule  rubber  factory  at  Cedral  was  enabled  late  in  the  year 
to  dispose  of  accumulated  product  and  to  prepare  for  new"  work. 
Ixllc  Ciiiting — Ft.rm  La'corers  and  tlic  Sliare  Systsm. 

Upon  the  farms,  where  necessary  equipment  and  security  was  lack- 
ing for  crops,  the  cutting  of  ixtle  became  the  only  quick  means  of 
realizing  revenue.  Ixtle  can  be  cut  with  no  equipment  or  capital 
and  can  be  sold  for  cash  as  soon  as  cut  and  dried.  In  this  w^ay  thou- 
sands were  enabled  to  find  employment  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  enhanced  price  of  corn  and  the  depreciation  in  the  paper 
money  have  Avrought  a  remarkable  change  in  the  position  of  tlie 
farm  laborer  who  works  for  a  share  of  the  crop,  a  most  significant 
change  that  may  have  far-reaching  results.  In  former  days  tlie 
farm  tenant  occupied  an  almost  hopeless  position.    He  worked  about 
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8  acres,  raising  about  160  bushels  in  a  season,  and  receiving  80  bushels 
for  his  season's  work,  having  besides  a  garden  and  certain  other 
privileges.  His  80  bushels  had  a  market  value  of  approximately 
160  pesos,  which  was  equivalent  to  four  months'  wages  of  a  town 
laborer  or  a  soldier.  The  situation  last  year  was  entirely  changed. 
The  farm  tenant  received  probably  two-thirds  of  the  crop,  or  103 
bushels,  which  had  a  market  value  in  paper  money  of  about  2,000 
pesos.  While  the  soldier  and  the  town  laborer  received  a  little  more 
than  before,  the  farm  tenant  in  cases  received  nearly  10  times  as  much. 
This  situation  can  not  endure  long — unfortunately  but  few  planta- 
tions have  been  in  operation — but  the  great  betterment  that  has  been 
brought  about  in  the  position  of  the  farm  tenant  is  significant  and 
encouraging.  If  these  conditions  continue,  the  question  of  farm  labor 
may  be  solved  and  the  great  and  perplexing  land  problem  may  prove 
less  portentous  than  heretofore  believed. 

Change  Caused  by  Scarcity  of  Corn — Agriculture  Chief  Industry. 

Actual  scarcity  of  corn  produced  the  change.  In  former  years 
scarcity  was  made  to  appear  until  imports  began  and  then  specu- 
lators sold  at  import  prices,  but  corn  in  the  country  districts,  which 
were  the  tenants'  markets,  was  usually  cheap.  Now  actual  scarcity 
has  forced  the  cities  back  upon  the  producer  for  support,  and  in  the 
absence  of  the  landowner  and  the  helplessness  of  the  speculator  the 
tenant  farmer  assumes  his  proper  importance. 

San  Luis  Potosi  has  usually  been  considered  primarily  a  mining 
district,  although  the  mines  have  not  in  modern  times  employed 
more  than  15,000  laborers,  or  about  15  per  cent  of  the  labor  of  the 
State,  whereas  agriculture  has  employed  fully  50,000,  Mining  is  a 
specialized  industry  depending  upon  a  highly  complex  organization 
with  capital,  transportation,  and  foreign  markets.  For  this  reason 
conditions  that  may  favor  agriculture  may  not  favor  mining  to  the 
same  extent.  Agriculture  is  a  competitor  wdth  mining  in  the  labor 
market,  and  an  era  of  active  labor  in  the  fields  with  good  returns 
would  place  the  mine  operator  at  a  serious  disadvantage  for  hands. 
Dollar  Exchange — Bank  to  Reopen — Inadequate  News  Service. 

It  has  become  increasingly  the  custom  to  measure  exchange  opera- 
tions in  American  money  instead  of  using  the  Mexican  gold  peso. 
Current  paper  money  is  universally  quoted  in  American  equivalents, 
and  a  comparison  or  quotation  in  Mexican  standards  would  scarcely 
be  understood  by  the  public.  The  use  of  the  gold  peso  for  compari- 
son is  limited  practically  to  official  transactions.  The  measuring 
value  of  the  American  dollar  is  now  understood  by  all  classes. 

In  December  the  local  branch  of  the  Bank  of  London  and  Mexico 
had  completed  plans  for  reopening  upon  a  limited  scale. 

The  need  of  an  adequate  and  accurate  news  service  for  the  benefit 
of  exporters  and  importers  is  strikingly  apparent.  The  San  Luis 
Potosi  district  has  been  for  weeks  without  quotations  on  staple  arti- 
cles. The  sharp  advances  in  the  price  of  ixtle,  quicksilver,  and 
antimony  were  not  reliably  known  in  San  Luis  Potosi  for  many 
weeks.  In  the  United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  the  trade  routes 
open  in  central  Mexico  were  likewise  unknown,  and  goods  were 
routed  by  Vera  Cruz  or  by  El  Paso  when  they  should  have  been 
routecl  by  Laredo.     Express  companies  in  the  United  States  have 
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accepted  articles  for  shipment  to  points  they  were  unable  to  reach, 
and  when  such  points  Avere  accessible  the  information  to  the  carrier 
Avas  delayed  for  weeks.  As  a  result  insurance  companies  have  at 
times  granted  insurance  when  it  should  not  have  been  given  and 
have  refused  it  when  the  risk  was  good. 
Mexicans  Studying  English — American  Goods  Popular. 

The  study  of  English  among  adults  has  been  stinnilatcd  by  the 
increasing  commercial  demand  for  that  language.  An  employee  with 
a  knowledge  of  English  commands  a  premium.  Moreover,  it  has 
been  found  that  American  newspapers  contain  complete  and  usually 
reliable  news  service.  American  newspapers  cost  five  times  as  much 
as  the  Mexico  City  jjapers,  yet  there  is  a  demand  for  them.  The 
study  of  English  is  entirely  for  commercial  and  practical  purposes; 
and  while  it  is  replacing  the  former  study  of  French,  it  is  not  learned 
as  a  mere  accomplishment.  It  is  more  than  ever  realized  that  the 
knowledge  of  English  adds  immediately''  to  tlie  economic  value  of  the 
employee. 

American  goods  in  the  San  Luis  Potosi  district  are  more  popular 
than  they  Avere  Avhen  they  could  be  freely  imported.  The  impossi- 
bility of  securing  many  articles  during  the  last  year  has  brought  a 
sense  of  dependence  upon  American  sources.  Especially  is  this  true 
in  the  line  of  drugs  and  chemicals,  belting,  photographic  supplies, 
and  certain  textiles.  Much  complaint  has  been  heard  of  the  cheap 
quality  of  certain  European  goods  that  have  been  held  in  stock  here 
for  3^ears  and  liaA'e  been  distributed  this  season  at  relatively  high 
prices.  There  is  now  noted  a  positive  pride  in  the  possession  of 
American  articles.  It  is  highly  desirable  that  American  makers  place 
their  names  upon  all  goods.  It  has  recently  been  remarked  that 
Avhen  no  name  appears  the  goods  are  probably  of  poor  quality. 

American  Trade  Will  Advance  v/ith  Prosperity. 

The  problem  of  increasing  American  trade  in  the  district  is  chiefly 
a  problem  of  increasing  the  purchasing  poAver  of  the  people,  or,  in 
other  Avords,  it  depends  upon  the  well-being  and  progress  of  Mexico. 
Any  statement  to  the  effect  that  the  Mexican  Avill  not  buy  and  use 
modern  conveniences  and  luxuries  is  entirely  unfounded.  The 
crowded  trains,  electric  cars,  and  motion-picture  houses;  the  sac- 
rifices made  for  the  acquisition  of  sevfing  machines,  bicycles,  and 
j)honographs  and  the  pride  shown  in  Avearing  imported  clothing  con- 
tradict all  such  statements. 

The  American  exporter  has  been  fortunate  in  securing  a  foothold 
in  the  staple  line  of  machinery,  supplies,  furniture,  and  conveniences 
and  has  not  to  any  great  extent  Avasted  his  efforts  upon  the  market 
for  the  cheap  art  goods  and  taAvdry  luxuries  that  form  so  large  a 
part  of  European  imported  goods  displayed  here. 

Staple  Articles  in  Demand — Advice  to  Shippers. 

The  demand  will  be  for  staple  goods  and  industrial  supplies  rather 
than  for  specialties,  luxuries,  or  novelties.  First  cost  is  of  vital  im- 
portance in  an  impoverished  district,  and  labor-saAdng  devices  that 
require  large  investments  of  capital  can  not  be  installed  for  a  long 
time.  When  the  purchasing  power  of  the  district  is  restored  there 
.will  be  a  demand  for  ready-made  clothing,  shoes,  i^hotographic  goods, 
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stationery,  paraffin,  window  glass,  niillinory,  drugs,  pipes  and  fit- 
tings, sheet  zinc,  belting,  caustic  soda,  potassium  cyanide,  bicycles, 
belting,  and  many  other  articles. 

It  is  suggested  that  when  possible,  packages  should  be  made  up  in 
weight  and  size  suitable  for  transport  by  parcel  post.  In  quoting 
prices  to  dealers  and  consumers,  the  American  exporter  should  always 
quote  the  freight  rate  to  the  border,  as  this  information  is  difficult 
to  obtain  in  this  district.  In  the  case  of  goods  put  up  in  small  and 
cheap  packages,  fewer  catalogues  and  more  free  samples  are  sug- 
gested. 

Where  it  is  desired  to  introduce  goods  for  personal  consumption 
it  is  suggested  that  American  dealers  get  into  direct  touch  with 
American  mining  camps  and  send  samples  of  goods.  Information 
regarding  the  location  and  movements  of  mining  engineers  and 
superintendents  can  always  be  secured  from  the  mining  journals. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  total  declared  value  of  articles  invoiced  at  the  consulate  at 
San  Luis  Potosi  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  in  1915  was 
$238,252,  as  compared  with  $595,135  in  1914.  The  principal  articles 
and  their  values  for  the  tAvo  years  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Antimony  ore . 

Beans 

Bones 

Bullion: 

Silver 

Gold 

Copper 

Chili 

Glycerin 

Horsehair 


$6,806 
2,948 


1S9, 429 

34,464 

5,215 

4,193 


?7, 300 


38, 455 
148,243 


2,707 
" ' '929 


Articles. 


nides 

Ixtle 

Quipksilver 

Skins: 

Goat 

Hog 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$88,531 

150, 677 

1,000 

95, 257 
4,914 
11,701 


595, 135 


313,246 
19,015 
5,126 

2,431 


800 


238, 252 


TAMPICO. 


By  Vice  Consul  T}iouin.s  H.  Bevaii. 


The  far-reaching  consequences  of  the  European  war  have  had  a 
most  depressing  effect  on  tlie  Tampico-European  trade.  During  the 
calendar  year  1915  only  one  ship  brought  a  cargo  from  Europe  to 
Tampico.  The  Hamburg- American  Line,  the  French  Line,  Leylancl 
Line,  Harrison  Line,  and  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Co.  suspended 
their  Tampico  service  after  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  which 
compels  all  importers  of  European  goods  to  ship  via  New  York  and 
the  New  York  &  Cuba  Mail  Steamship  Co.  to  Tampico.  On  this 
account  there  has  been  a  great  falling  off  in  European  trade. 

Judging  from  inquiries  made  among  the  leading  merchants  in 
Tampico,  about  90  i^er  cent  of  Tampico's  imports  for  1915  came  from 
the  United  States.  This  is  a  gain  of  about  50  per  cent  over  preceding 
years. 

The  United  States  furnished  all  of  the  oil  well  supplies,  amounting 
to  over  30  per  cent  of  the  total  imports,  which  include  all  classes  of 
drilling  machinery,  pumps,  iron  piping,  wire  cables,  and  lumber. 
Practically  all  of  the  dry  goods,  canned  goods,  groceries,  druggist 
supplies,  and  building  material  were  also  purchased  in  the  markets 
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of  the  United  States.  Formerly  worsteds,  silks,  and  a  large  per- 
centage of  groceries  and  drugs,  were  almost  exclusively  imported 
from  England,  France,  and  Germany. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

Exports  from  Tampico  to  the  United  States  during  last  year  fell  off 
considerabl}' ,  the  declared  value  being  $0,792,027,  as  compared  with 
$8,GD0,330  in  1914  and  $7,738,587  in  1913.  The  declared  value  of  the 
principal  articles  invoiced  at  Tampico  for  shipment  to  the  United 
States  in  1911  and  1915  is  shown  in  the  followino-  table : 


Articles. 


Beeswax 

Bones 

Brass,  scrap 

Broom  rjot , 

Caltle 

(hide 

Citrus  fruits 

CoH'ee 

Copper,  scrap 

Drums,  iron , 

Fiber 

Hair,  cattle  and  horse. 

Hides 

Honey 

Household  eilects 


1914 


S2fl,469 

5,340 

829 


901,261 
47,420 
15, 875 
19,049 
750 
18,-851 

550,214 
972 

352, 155 
29,267 
22, 9SS 


1913 


$•12, 

,     1, 

10, 

4, 

22 

h] 
1, 


114, 

450, 

3; 


Articles. 


Onions 

Pecans  and  other  nuts. 

Petroleum,  crude 

Quicksilver 

Rubber ,  crude 

Sarsaparilla 

Skins: 

Deer 

Goat 

Vanilla 

Wool,  dirty  (used) 

Another  articles 


Total. 


1914 


S 19, 857 

22  979 

6,180^909 

17, 800 

378,916 
41,. 579 

2,611 

504 

8,930 


24,796 


8,690,330 


1915 


•39,725 


, 961, 488 
2,. 395 
4,743 
.30, 571 


13,4rl3 

13,669 
8,765 
17, 892 


6,792,027 


Great  Increase  in  American  Shipping. 

In  1911  only  37  American  vessels  entered  and  cleared  this  port,  but 
with  the  placing  of  a  number  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.'s  American- 
built  tankers  in  the  Tampico  trade  in  1912  the  number  that  year  in- 
creased to  162 ;  in  1913  it  dropped  to  147,  but  in  1914  again  increased 
to  238.  Within  six  months  after  Congress  passed  the  law  entitling 
foreign-built  ships  owned  by  Americans  or  American  companies  to 
obtain  American  registry  nearly  all  the  foreign  ships  in  the  Tampico 
trade  went  under  the  American  flag.  During  the  past  year  492 
American  ships  entered  and  cleared  from  Tampico,  an  increase  of 
more  than  100  per  cent  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  net  tonnage  of  the  ships  that  entered 
and  cleared  the  port  of  Tampico  during  the  calendar  years  1914  and 
1915: 


Nationality. 

1914 

1915 

Nationality. 

1914 

1915 

Net 

tonnage. 

392, 944 

504,688 

144,176 

114,. 549 

93,043 

30,869 

22,359 

Net 
tonnage. 
1,065,231 
72,613 

Dutch 

Net 
tonnage. 
17,472 
1,620 

Ne!. 
tonnage. 

British 

Danish 

2  29S 

Swedish 

66,636 

7  910 

All  other 

2  880 

2,298 

Total 

1,321,720 

1  219  866 

The  Tampico  Oil  Fields, 

The  most  conservative  estimate  of  the  production  of  petroleum 
during  1915  in  the  fields  adjacent  to  Tampico  places  the  quantity  at 
33,500,000  barrels,  or  7,500,000  barrels  more  than  in  1914.  About 
28,500,000  barrels  were  produced  in  the  Tuxpam  fields,  4,000,000  at 
Panuco,  and  500,000  barrels  each  at  Topila  and  Ebano.     Practically 
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all  of  the  output  of  the  Tuxpam  fields  comes  from  three  wells: 
The  Hausteca  Petroleum  Co.'s  Juan  Casiano  No.  7.  the  Mexican 
Eagle  Co.'s  Potrero  del  Llano  No.  4,  and  the  Penn-Mex  Fuel  Co.'s 
Alamo  No,  2.  The  first  two  wells  are  among  the  oldest  producing 
wells  in  the  Tampico  fields,  having  been  completed  during  the  latter 
part  of  1910,  since  when  they  have  been  producing  steadily  from 
20,000  to  40,000  barrels  per  daj'',  their  present  production  being  as 
great  as  the  day  they  were  brought  in. 

On  February  12,  the  Huasteca  Petroleum  Co.  brought  in  a  gusher 
at  Cerro  Azul,  which  came  in  with  such  a  force  that  the  derrick  was 
completely  demolished  and  the  tools  were  blown  300  feet  in  the  air. 
This  new  well  has  been  conservatively  estimated  to  have  a  produc- 
tion anywhere  from  200,000  to  250,000  barrels  per  day,  and  will  more 
than  double  the  production  of  the  Huastopa  Petroleum  Co.'s  holdings. 

Most  of  the  large  wells  in  Panuco  were  shut  in  during  the  spring 
of  1915,  when  transportation  on  the  Panuco  River  was  suspended. 
It  is  partly  on  this  account  and  partly  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
oil-carrying  steamers  that  the  Panuco  fields  show  a  decreased  pro- 
duction when  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

Potential  Production. 

The  quantity  of  oil  actually  produced  in  the  Tampico  fields  must 
not  be  confused  with  the  potential  production.  For  instance,  many 
producing  wells  are  closed  in  altogether,  and  many  others  that  can 
not  be  entirely  shut  in  are  pinched  down  to  a  minimum.  This  is 
especially  true  of  the  Panuco  field,  where  a  number  of  large  wells 
have  been  shut  in  during  the  greater  part  of  the  last  two  years. 
For  instance,  the  big  gusher  of  the  Dutch  Shell  Petroleum  Co.,  that 
has  an  estimated  production  of  100,000  barrels  per  day,  has  been 
closed  down  to  a  minimum  ever  since  it  was  brought  in  almost  two 
years  ago.  It  has  been  estimated  that  not  over  500,000  barrels  of 
oil  from  this  well  have  been  shipped  out  of  Mexico.  An  idea  of 
Mexico's  position  as  an  oil-i^roducing  country  can  be  obtained  from 
an  accurate  estimate  of  the  potential  production  of  the  Tampico 
fields  per  day.  In  the  Tuxpam  field  58  wells  have  a  potential  pro- 
duction of  507,500  barrels,  in  the  Panuco  field  the  potential  of  52 
Avells  is  281,000  barrels,  in  the  Topila  field  that  of  IG  wells  is  7,900 
barrels,  and  of  40  scattered  wells  it  is  6,700  barrels. 

Thus,  while  the  aggregate  potential  production  is  803,100  barrels 
per  day  the  average  daily  production  does  not  amount  to  over  95,500 
barrels,  of  which  fully  80,000  barrels  are  taken  from  the  wells  in 
the  Tuxpam  fields  and  10,000  barrels  from  the  Panuco  field.  This 
daily  average  is,  of  course,  liable  to  fluctuations  as  is  demonstrated 
by  the  fact  that  the  potential  production  of  the  Tuxpam  fields  was 
recently  increased  by  200,000  barrels  when  the  Huasteca  Petroleum 
Co.  brought  in  its  big  gusher  at  Cerro  Azul. 

Increased  Shipments  of  Crude  Oil. 

The  shipments  of  crude  oil,  distillate,  and  the  lighter  products  of 
the  topping  plants  in  1915  amounted  to  approximately  24,381,101 
barrels,  an  increase  of  3,706,744  barrels  over  the  preceding  year.  The 
bulk  of  the  oil  shipped  last  year  was  crude,  there  being  only  461,140 
barrels  of  the  lighter  products  shipped  during  the  entire  year. 
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The  clearances  from  Tampico  during  1915  amounted  to  11,7-12,159 
barrels,  and  from  Tuxpam  12,038,942  barrels.  Tampico's  clearances 
show  a  slight  decrease  as  compared  with  1914,  when  11,740,371  barrels 
were  shipped.  Consular  invoices  show  that  10,095,122  barrels  were 
shipped  to  the  United  States,  and  123,800  to  Porto  Rico. 

Shipments  from  Tuxpam  amounted  to  12,038,942  barrels,  Avhich 
is  a  decided  increase  over  1914,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Penn-Mex 
Fuel  Co.  commenced  shipments  during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
Heretofore  the  only  shipments  made  from  Tuxpam  were  by  the 
Mexican  Eagle  Oil  Co.,  a  British  compan}^ 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  steady  increase  in  shipments  from 
Tampico  and  Tuxpam  to  South  American  ports.  Last  year  1,394,027 
barrels  Avere  shipped  to  Brazil,  Uruguay,  and  Argentina,  as  com- 
pared with  195,138  barrels  in  1914. 

The  United  States  took  the  bulk  of  the  crude  oil,  being  credited 
with  10,218,988  barrels  from  Tampico  and  7,741,350  from" Tuxpam. 
Mexico  received  4,020,338  barrels  coastwise,  all  of  which,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  small  shipments  to  Vera  Cruz  for  railroad  fuel, 
went  to  the  refinery  of  the  Eagle  Oil  Co.  at  Minititlan.  The  dis- 
tribution of  oil  by  countries  follows :  To  the  United  States,  17,900,338 
barrels;  Mexican  coastwise,  4,020,589  barrels;  South  America,  1,394.- 
027  barrels;  United  Kingdom  (for  orders),  181,202  barrels;  Panama, 
119,522  barrels;  Europe,  55,939  barrels;  Central  America  and  West 
Indies,  48,884  barrels;  total,  24,381,101  barrels. 

Government  Decrees  Aifecting  Petroleum  Industry. 

The  most  important  Government  decree  affecting  the  oil  industry 
during  1915  was  the  Decree  of  Vera  Cruz,  of  January  7,  1915,  which 
was  received  and  made  effective  in  both  the  Tampico  and  Tuxpam 
sectors  some  five  or  six  da3's  later.  This  decree  declared  that  until 
the  compilation  of  new  laws  governing  the  petroleum  industry  in 
Mexico  was  concluded  and  the  laws  gazetted,  all  work  appertaining 
to  the  drilling  of  wells,  etc.,  must  suspend,  and  remain  so,  unless 
specifically  authorized  to  continue  by  the  Central  Government.  The 
result  was  that  all  drilling  operations  were  immediately  suspended. 
The  decree  w\as  interpreted  by  the  Government  to  in  no  way  inter- 
fere with  the  '•  exploitation "  of  wells  already  completed,  or  Avith 
shipments  of  oil  from  such  wells;  hence  there  was  no  stoppage  of 
shipments,  either  domestic  or  foreign,  nor  the  closing  in  of  com- 
pleted wells.  Soon  after  the  decree  was  promulgated  technical  in- 
spection offices  were  established  at  Tampico  and  Tuxpam;  and  on 
April  28,  1915,  the  Department  of  Fomento,  under  which  jurisdic- 
tion these  inspection  offices  were  empowered,  authorized  them  to 
grant  provisional  permission  for  drilling  operations  and  construction 
Avork  having  to  do  with  the  industrj^,  Avlien  jDroper  application  was 
made  by  the  operators.  These  instructions  were  still  in  force  in 
February,  1910,  and  the  operations  of  1915  were  carried  out  imder 
them. 

On  August  14  a  decree  was  issued  forbidding  the  drilling  of  any 
wells  Avithin  30  meters  of  the  boundary  of  the  propert}^  upon  which 
the  test  was  located. 

On  November  15  oil  companies  and  operators  were  giA^en  until 
January  15  to  file  with  the  Department  of  Fomento  in  Mexico  City 
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detailed  data,  reviewing  the  capitalization  of  the  company,  its  offi- 
cers, land  holdino;s,  wells  owned,  etc.  The  penalty  for  noncompliance 
with  this  order  is  nonrecognition  by  the  authorities,  who  will  issue 
no  permits  for  the  exploration  or  exploitation  of  oil  wells  to  delin- 
quents. 

In  brief,  the  decrees  reviewed  above  were  the  most  important  ones 
affecting  the  industry  that  were  promulgated  by  the  new  Govern- 
ment last  year.  The  new  laws,  the  compilation  of  which  were  alluded 
to  in  the  Decree  of  Vera  Cruz,  had  not  been  promulgated  up  to 
February,  191G. 

Reduced  Bar  Tax  at  Tampico — Sales  and  Prices. 

The  Government,  on  July  23,  1915,  reduced  the  bar  tax  on  petro- 
leum exports  at  Tampico  from  50  centavos  to  10  centavos,  pa3^able 
in  Mexican  gold,  per  ton,  or  .0076  cents  per  barrel.  The  production 
tax  of  50  centavos,  per  ton,  payable  in  Mexican  gold,  or  .0457  cents 
per  barrel,  remained  unchanged.  Oil  exported  at  Tuxpam  escapes 
the  bar  tax. 

The  larger  part  of  the  oil  exported  from  Mexico  during  1915  was 
from  the  southern  fields,  the  shippers  being  the  Mexican  Eagle  Oil 
Co.  (Ltd.),  Huasteca  Petroleum  Co.,  and  Penn-Mex  Fuel  Co.  From 
Panuco  field,  the  principal  movement  was  confined  to  the  production 
of  Mexican  subsidiaries  of  the  Gulf  Eefining  Co.,  the  Texas  Com- 
pan}^,  and  the  production  of  the  East  Coast  Oil  Co.  (Southern  Pa- 
cific). The  largest  single  sale  by  an  independent  company  for  ex- 
port shipment  is  reported  at  200,000  barrels.  Some  sporadic  cargoes 
were  also  purchased,  but  this  latter  movement  was  negligible.  Oil 
is  purchased  in  Mexican  fields  on  private  terms,  and  no  announce- 
ment of  sales  prices  is  forthcoming  as  a  result.  There  is  no  such 
thing  here  as  the  posting  of  credit  balance  quotations,  etc.  It  is 
thought,  however,  that  the  minor  purchases  of  Panuco  crude  oil  dur- 
ing the  early  part  and  middle  of  last  year  was  made  at  about  21  to 
32  cents  a  barrel  f.  o.  b.  ship  Tampico,  against  which  a  6  cents  river 
transportation  rate  was  charged.  As  the  3"ear  came  to  a  close,  how- 
ever, the  advancing  quotations  in  the  United  States  were  watched 
with  keen  interest,  as  they  would  probal^ly  be  reflected  in  any  imme- 
diate sale  of  the  heavier  crudes  of  Mexico.  Oil  from  the  southern 
field  probably  moved  on  old  contracts,  and,  in  any  event,  owing  to 
the  higher  gravity  of  the  oil,  commanded  better  prices. 

Railway  Improvements — Notes  from  the  Fields. 

The  Mexican  Eagle  Oil  Co,  completed  a  G-mile  extension  of  its 
narrow  gauge  (Cuchillos-Los  Naranjos)  railway  from  the  Los 
Xaranjos  to  its  holdings  in  Tepetate,  where  it  has  derricks  up  for 
drilling.  This  extension,  like  its  parent,  is  of  24-inch  gauge  and  is 
oi^erated  with  mule  power. 

Steam  power  was  introduced  by  the  Penn-Mex  Fuel  Co.  on  its  rail- 
way from  Zapotal  to  Alamo  during  the  year. 

The  Tampico-Panuco  Valley  Railway,  which  has  nearly  completed 
its  line  between  Tampico  and  Panuco,  via  Topila,  received  the  nec- 
essary rolling  stock  for  the  road.  No  date  has  been  set  for  the  in- 
auguration of  the  Tampico-Panuco  service. 
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No  additional  pipe  line  was  constructed  during  the  year.  The  steel 
storage,  approximating  18,000.000  barrels  capacity,  remains  substan- 
tially the  same,  with  the  prospect  of  an  increase  in  the  coming  year. 

The  high  water  in  the  Paniico  Biver  during  the  last  w^eek  of  Sep- 
tember and  early  in  October  shoaled  the  bar  at  its  mouth  below  Tam- 
pico,  interfering  seriously  with  shipping,  and  several  crossings  in 
the  river  below  the  town  of  Panuco ;  but  as  the  year  closed  the  Gov- 
ernment dredge  was  at  work  removing  the  first,  and  that  of  the 
Panuco  Transportation  Co.  w\as  deepening  the  river  crossings  to 
jjermit  oil  barges  to  be  towed  to  Panuco  to  load  to  usual  depth,  i.  e., 
8  feet. 

The  Mexican  Petroleum  Co.  at  Ebano  lost  one  1,000-barrel  steel 
tank;  two  5,000-barrel  tanks,  and  one  55,000-barrel  tank,  while  three 
r>5,000-barrel  tanks  were  badly  damaged  during  disturbances. 

On  March  24  the  first  tanker  consigned  to  the  Penn-Mex  Fuel  Co, 
at  Tuxpan  arrived  off  Tuxpan  Bar,  and  commenced  loading  from 
that  company's  new  seagoing  loading  lines,  thus  affording  an  outlet 
lor  its  production  at  Alamo. 

VERA  CRUZ. 

By  AVilliaiu  W.  Cauatla,  June  S. 

Vera  Cruz  suffered  a  decrease  in  commercial  and  industrial  ac- 
tivity during  1915  as  the  result  of  the  unsatisfactory  monetary  situa- 
tion and  the  reduced  transportation  facilities  afforded  by  the  rail- 
roads. 

Three  standards  of  money  are  now  in  circulation — Mexican  na- 
tional gold.  Constitutionalist  bills  of  the  Vera  Cruz  issue,  and  a  new 
emission  of  paper  by  the  cle  facto  government. 

Mexican  national  gold  is  not  available  in  sufficient  quantities  to 
permit  its  extensive  circulation. 

The  Constitutionalist  bills  of  the  Vera  Cruz  issue  have  been 
used  in  all  ordinary  transactions,  but  it  has  been  decreed  that  these 
lulls  cease  to  circulate  after  June  30,  191G.  At  the  date  of  this 
report  their  exchange  value  is  slightly  more  than  100  pesos  for  one 
American  dollar. 

The  de  facto  government's  new  issue  came  into  circulation  in  May, 
191G,  with  a  value  of  5  pesos  to  1  peso  of  national  gold,  an 
equivalent  of  10  to  1  when  converted  into  American  currency.  It 
was  the  announced  intention  for  the  new  paper's  value  to  remain 
fixed,  but  already  its  relation  with  American  money  has  suffered 
a  slight  decline  and  further  depreciation  is  expected  until  evidence 
may  be  given  of  the  existence  of  an  adequate  metallic  reserve  to 
guarantee  its  value. 

InadecLuate   Eailway  Facilities — Imports  in   Normal  Times. 

Eailroad  wrecks  have  been  frequent,  with  the  resultant  damage  to 
rolling  stock  and  motive  power.  The  equipment  at  present  available 
in  this  district  for  moving  freight  is  decidedly  inadequate.  There- 
fore, imports  reach  inland  points  in  limited  quantities  only  and,  as 
a  rule,  after  delay  and  extra  expense.  Likewise,  difficulty  arises  in 
making  shipments  for  export  from  the  interior  to  the  seaboard. 
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The  principal  articles  of  foreign  manufacture  bought  by  the  people 
of  this  district  in  normal  times  are  as  follows : 

Agricultural   implements.    Furniture.  Paints. 

Athletic  goods.  Fancy  groceries.  Phonographs  and  records. 

Barbers'   supplies.  Guns  and  ammunition.  Plumbing  supplies. 

Bicycles.  Hardware.  School  supplies. 

Boots  and  shoes.  Men's  and  boys'  hats.  Scientific  instruments. 

Building  material.  Hosiery.  Sewing  machines. 

Photographic  supplies.  Hospital  supplies.  Surgical  instruments  and 

Clocks.  Household  goods  and  sup-        supplies. 

Draftsmen's  supplies.  plies.  Toilet  articles. 

Dressmakers'  supplies.  Jewelry.  Tools. 

Drugs  and  chemicals.  Lumber.  Toys. 

Electrical  goods.  Machinery.  Umbrellas. 

Engineers'   supplies.  Musical  instruments.  Vehicles. 

Fencing.  Novelties.  "Watches. 

Furnishing  goods.  Office  supplies.  Woodenware. 

Automobiles,  even  in  normal  times,  are  not  marketable  here,  the 
condition  of  streets  and  highways  throughout  this  district  being 
unfavorable. 
Advertising  Media — Correspondence — Poorly  Packed  Goods. 

The  advertising  media  that  most  effectually  reach  the  people  of 
this  district  are  the  leading  daily  newspapers  of  Mexico  City.  The 
services  of  the  three  Boards  of  Trade,  "•  Camara  Nacional  de  Co- 
mercio,"  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  are  available  to  American  ex- 
porters; one  is  located  in  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  one  in  Orizaba,  and 
the  other  in  Jalapa. 

It  is  incomprehensible  that  there  should  still  be  firms  that  want  to 
rely  on  English  alone  in  pushing  their  business  in  Spanish-speaking 
coimtries.  Even  English-speaking  business  men  in  Latin  America 
are  unfavorably  impressed  by  such  methods ;  but  it  should  be  said  in 
favor  of  American  exporters  in  general  that  they  are  to-day  handling 
their  foreign  trade  in  the  language  of  their  prospects. 

Like  progress  has  not  been  observed  in  response  to  long  and  per- 
sistent warning  against  poorly  packed  goods.  Complaints  continue 
against  American  shippers'  neglect  to  properly  pack  their  wares.  By 
way  of  contrast  it  is  to  be  observed  that  European  producers  take 
into  account  distance  and  tropical  conditions  when  preparing  ship- 
ments for  Mexico.  Superioritj^  of  product  does  not  overcome  the 
discredit  that  befalls  the  firm  that  permits  its  consignments  to  reach 
their  destination  all  battered  and  broken. 

Investments  in  Vera  Cms — Steamsiiip  Accommodations — Exports. 

From  time  to  time  individuals  and  firms  express  a  desire  to  come 
to  Vera  Cruz  for  the  purpose  of  opening  commercial  establishments. 
Although  some  merchants  here  have  at  periods  during  the  years  of 
unrest  apparently  prospered,  retrenchment  is  now  general  in  com- 
mercial circles.  On  the  whole  the  outlook  is  not  alluring,  and  since 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  local  requirements  and  of  the  present  un- 
usual conditions  are  essential  a  personal  investigation  of  the  ground 
before  making  mercantile  investments  here  would  be  in  order. 

The  New  York  &  Cuba  Mail  Steamship  Co.  maintains  a  passenger 
and  freight  service  between  New  York  and  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  Com- 
pafiia  Trasatlantica  Espaiiola  has  one  monthly  sailing  each  way  be- 
tween the  same  points. 
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The  Wolvin  Line,  with  genertil  offices  at  Texas  City,  Tex.,  and  the 
Mexican  Xavigation  Co.,  with  offices  at  New  Orleans,  carry  passen- 
gers and  freight  between  Texas  City,  Galveston,  and  New  Orleans 
and  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz. 

The  disparity  between  the  exchange  of  Mexico  and  other  countries 
has  been  favorable  to  export,  which  continues  comparative!}''  active, 
notwithstanding  deficient  inland  transportation.  Just  at  present 
the  exportation  of  foodstuffs  and  of  articles  of  prime  necessity  is 
forbidden. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  commerce  of  normal  times,  in- 
asmuch as  present  conditions  are  too  varying  to  make  statements  re- 
garding them  that  would  be  of  permanent  value.  It  is  realized  that 
the  report  Avill  prove  less  encouraging  to  those  desiring  to  enter  this 
field  noAV  than  to  the  firms  who  arc  at  this  time  only  gathering  in- 
formation upon  which  to  plan  an  extension  of  their  business  to  tliis 
district  when  an  orderly  financial  system  may  become  definitely  es- 
tablished in  Mexico. 

EXPORTS  TO  UNITED  STATES  FROM  OTHER  CONSULAR  DISTRICTS. 

The  annual  reviews  covering  a  number  of  the  consular  districts  in 
Mexico  have  not  been  received  from  the  American  consular  officers. 
It  is  possible  that  the  reports  from  the  missing  districts  will  l)e 
delayed,  so  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  publish  the  lists  of  the  prin- 
cipal exports  invoiced  for  the  United  States  during  the  whole  of 
1914  and  1915  from  the  districts  from  which  returns  were  trans- 
mitted.    They  are  given  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


1914 


CIUDAD  JUAEEZ. 


Beans 

Beef 

Bones 

Bullion 

Cliili 

Cit-arottes 

Coffee 

Cf.m 

Colton 

Col ( Oilseed  cake. . 

Ccttr.n.seed  oil 

Concentrates 

(ilyoerin 

Hides  and  skins., 
iloiisehold  goods. 

Ixtlo  fiber 

live  stock 

Lumber 

Ores 

Potatoes 

Ouioksilver 

Rubber 

Wheat 

Wool 

-Ml  other  articles.. 


S27S,  P47 
57,410 


33S,  942 
11,797 


71,028 

12S,1SS 

3,349,249 

30, 782 

53, 850 


4S,  346 
1,023,180 

24, 657 


Total. 


ENSENADA. 


Abelones,  in  shell 

Abelone  meat,  dried. 

Goats 

Leather 

Lobsters,  live 

Onyx 


3,818,198 
127, 671 
310,176 
26, 824 


133,674 
21,540 

119,494 
89, 810 


10, 063, 667 


6,041 


13.970 
lO;  318 


1915 


SI 00, 051 

469,210 

24, 298 

530, 705 

SO,  618 

79.576 

14, 627 

11,752 

406, 437 

181,501 

3,377 

111,369 

12,336 

1,211,288 

6,270 

291,351 

2.903,500 

'175,346 

556, 908 

2,198 

14,711 

1,589 


26, 875 
180,550 


7, 346, 443 


9,754 
21,510 

3,199 
26,170 
33, 908 
26, 697 


Articles. 


ENSENADA— continued. 


Wheat 

AVool 

All  other  articles. 


Total . 


CUAPALAJAEA. 


Beans 

Beeswax 

Brass  scraps 

Bran 

Bones 

Broom  root 

Bullion,  silver  and  gold 

Concentrates,    silver    and 

gold 

Chick-peas 

Glycerin,  crude 

Hides,  green  salted 

Pecans 

Pigskins 

Terquila 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


M.VNZANILLO. 


Beeswax 

Bullion,  silver  and  gold. 

Collee..., 

Copra . . .  = 

Garlic 

Glycerin 


53,228 


6,311 


1913 


39, 874 


37,044 
"  9,566" 


5,  £06 
5,693 


207, 430 
4S. 438 
14,469 
11,000 
2,745 


401, 892 


25,376 
78 
174 


CIS, 208 
3,070 
6, 490 

149,000 


17, 086 
2,344 


494,943 

71,969 

100,157 

10,476 

200, 483 

48,848 

19,359 

11,542 

5,331 


982, 870 


21,728 
6,975,555 
180 
12,622 
62,601 
172,037 


MEXICO. 


29 


Articles. 

1911 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

MANZANTLLO— continued. 
Hides  and  skins: 

$913 

$200, 720 
620, 822 
8:3, 300 
21,579 
21, 798 
140,811 
17, 362 

3, 159, 168 
22, 637 
21,484 
65,817 

NUEVO  LAREDO. 

Beans 

?30, 428 
76, 699 
56,044 
8,036 

152,908 

Cattle- 

Corn 

Dry 

Cotton...  . 

Green 

S16,05I 

Deer 

2,692 

Hides: 
Beef 

Goat 

Pig 

Dry 

236, 185 
23, 030 
48,902 
10  414 

Nuts,  oil 

T/umher 

1,597 

254, 157 

Salted 

Ore,  silver  and  gold  con- 

Wet salt 

centrates  

Ixtle 

312,690 

1,342,084 
75,993 
16,930 
30,430 
19,860 
15,658 
34,114 
342, 236 

409, 807 

Live  stock: 
Cattle 

Turpentine 

210,228 

All  other  articles 

18, 640 

Goats  .. 

3&5 

695 

Total 

313,627 

11,620,227 

MATAMOEOS. 

1,219,851 
54, 203 
49, 866 
18, 836 
400, 414 
159, 124 
27,367 

3,335 

2, 623 

113, 643 

16, 147 

2,934 

59, 260 

136, 773 

485, 186 

1,984 

1,101 

77,570 

1,178,863 

159,680 

Pecans 

27,090 
225 

Peppers,  chili 

Animals: 

Rubber,  crude.. 

208, 930 
193  202 

Cattle 

Goats 

Wool 

20, 796 
234, 124 
123, 389 

14  948 

Mules 

1  282,699 

Hair 

100,991 

Hides 

Total 

Ixtle 

2, 892, 519 

2  783  761 

Ore.. 

OAXACA  AGENCY  .a 

Coffee 

Skins: 

Calf 

35,854 
10,821 

302,817 
21,6:33 
22,  796 

184, 768 
38, 705 

96, 859 

10,065 

367, 187 

15,287 

1,007 

Deer 

5,903 

Goat 

Hides 

Kid 

Wild  animal 

250 

Wool 

All  other  articles 

291 

Total 

490, 405 

6,441 

Total 

2, 222, 751 

2,521,778 

o  Of  Mexico  City  consular  district. 

Declared  export  returns  have  not  been  received  from  the  consu- 
lates at  Chihuahua,  Frontera,  Mexico  City,  Progreso,  Salina  Cruz, 
Saltillo,  Vera  Cruz,  and  Tapachula,  and  the  consular  agencies  at 
Parral,  Guanajuato,  Puerto  Mexico,  Tuxpam,  Puebla,  and  Topia. 
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